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Now, that I have gotten rid of all those snakes, 

Let me have pipe and a mug in peace. 

Happy Saint Patrick’s Day 



 

From the First Officer 

 

 

     I would usually be doing 
my regular opening line of 
greetings and salutations. 
But this time around, I can’t 
and won’t do that. Because 

of the simple fact of I can’t keep it in any longer. It's 
something that I have got to get out of my system 
before I burst. What I want to say is this, IT’S FI-
NALLY MARCH!!!! That’s right folks we have on-
ly twenty days left of winter or until the beginning of 
spring, however, you want to look at it. 

     Also coming up this month, we get to move our 
clock’s ahead by one hour. You know spring for-
ward one hour. It’s called Daylight Saving Time. It 
begins on March 14. So that is two things we get 
to look forward to. Oh, one other thing that takes 
place this month, St. Patrick’s Day. As you can tell 
by the cover art. So that is three things we get to 
look forward to this month, other than the weather 
getting warmer (I hope). I don’t know about you, 
but I am getting tired of all this cold and snow. I 
mean it started to look like it was going to a mild 
winter this year. Then all of sudden BAM!!, one 
week we get seven to nine inches of snow in some 
places. Then it was two weeks later, then the mid-
west, parts of the south, as well as the northeast 
got hit by not one, but two massive storm systems 
that brought the whole ball of wax. From the Cana-
dian border to as far south as Texas and New Or-
leans. In New Orleans, if you were in the city or 
west of it, you got hit by freezing rain and or driz-
zle. Whereas if you were outside the city or east of 
it, you got hit with rain, if not heavy rain in some 
places. Not so for the states of Texas and Oklaho-
ma. In Oklahoma, they got hit with quarter-inch of 
freezing rain or drizzle in the area of Interstate 44. 
So much so that it caused a massive pileup on the 
I-44 around Tulsa. Because of the number of cars 
and trucks that were involved, there were several 
fatalities. And this not including what happened in 
Texas. And trust me, the stuff that happened in 
that state, I just don’t have the room to write it all 
down. But if you have been watching the news as I 
have been, you can understand why. 

     Well, that is enough of that stuff around for the 
next six issues. Well anyway, in this issue we have 
the usual installments for the StarLight. Along with 
those we have articles on the third season of Dis-
covery and another article on the landing of the 
Mars rover Perseverance.  

And an  article on Starfleet Command itself 
being mentioned in a magazine and you find 
out where the Doctor was in the last issue. 

     Well, that is it for now. See you all next is-
sue. 

 

                   Time to put this puppy to bed. 

 

                              The First Officer. 

Bible Quote  

 

Psalms 31 

 

For the director of MUSIC. A 
Psalms of David. 

 

1 In you, Lord, I have taken refuge; let me never 
be put to shame; deliver me in your righteous-
ness. 

2 Turn your ear to me, come quickly to my res-
cue; be my rock of refuge, a strong fortress to 
save me. 

3 Since you are my rock and my fortress, for 
the sake of your name lead and guild me. 

4 Keep me free from the trap that is set for me, 
for you are my refuge. 

5 Into your hands I commit my spirit; deliver 
me, Lord, my faithful God. 

6 I hate those who cling to worthless idols; as 
for me, I trust in the Lord. 

7 I will be glad and rejoice in your love, for you 
saw my affliction. 

 



They Did It Again  
Third Season of Discovery Rocks 

 

 

     Many of you have seen all of season three of 
‘Star Trek: Discovery”. And many of you will 
agree with me when I say that season three 
rocks, kick-butt, or whatever term you would like 
to use.  

     I, myself just recently was able to watch sea-
son three and to judge for myself what this sea-
son would hold. There were many twists and 
turns in this season. So much so that I damn 
near had gone to the hospital to have my neck 
looked at. 

     Season three picks up nine hundred and thirty 
years in the future. Michael Burnham finds every-
thing that she knew, and love are gone. The Fed-
eration is a former shadow of itself. Starfleet 
Command is no longer on Earth. Both are in hid-
ing. At its height, the Federation had over three-
hundred and fifty planetary members, before it 
began to spiral downward to only thirty planetary 
members. What may have caused this to happen? 
The survivors called it ‘The Burn’. It happened 
suddenly and quickly. 

     Every warp active ship in the Federation and 
beyond simply exploded, killing millions of be-
ings on those ships. The cause of the ‘Burn’ 
could not be determined. However, it was deter-
mined the cause was tied to the dilithium crystals 
that powered the warp engines of the starships. 
The Federation tried to find alternate sources for 
warp travel due to shortages of the dilithium crys-
tals. All attempts failed. This cause Federation to 
fall back to its version of the dark ages and re-
main there for the next one hundred and twenty 
years. No one knows why it happened. With the 
supply of dilithium crystals in high demand, the 
crystals had become what oil became to us in the 
early seventy’s. Better known as the Oil crisis. 
Everyone became so desperate …, well, let put it 
this way, If ever seen the classic eighties movie, 
‘The Ice Pirates” starring Robert Urich. This is 
what the crystals had become to those inside and 
outside the Federation. 

     Enter Michael Burnham and the crew of the 
Discovery. Michael was the first to arrive in the 
year 3188. And it almost got herself and a pilot of 
another ship killed when both made a crash land-
ing on a nearby planet. As turns out for Burnham 
it was the wrong planet and the wrong solar 

system to begin with. To make matters worse, 
Michael had lost all contact with the Discovery. 
A year would go by before she was able to es-
tablish contact with Discovery. 

     Once they were reunited, she briefs Captain 
Saru and the rest of the crew of what happened 
to her on arrival and happen to the Federation 
and Starfleet Command. She tells everyone 
about the ‘Burn’ and what happened to the 
Federation and Starfleet Command one hun-
dred and twenty years earlier. From then the 
fun begins. I would like to tell you the entire 
season three but what would be the fun in that? 
Why should I spoil the fun for those who have 
the misfortune of not seeing this season's epi-
sodes? If I were to rate this season three of 
Star Trek: Discovery, I would give it a two 
thumbs up and two big toes up. Oh, wait a mi-
nute, I don’t have two big toes anymore. Oh 
well, then I will give a two thumbs up and one 
big toe rating how’s that. Well to end this little 
article, I’ll end this article the way ‘Porky the 
Pig’ would, Tha …, tha …, tha …, that’s all 
folks!!! 

Dateline Mars!! 

 

     February 18, 2021, at 12:55 p.m. PT (Pacific 
Time) or 3:55 p.m. ET (Eastern Time) 
N.A.S.A.’s Mars rover Perseverance made a 
perfect landing on the red planet, Mars. 

     The Perseverance mission is astrobiologi-
cal in nature. To search for signs of ancient 
microbial life. To characterize the planet geolo-
gy and past planetary climate. To make way for 
the first human exploration of the planet and 
collect and cache of Martian rocks and regolith 
(the soil). 

     Future missions such as this one will take 
place in the spirit of cooperation with  



 the ESA ( European 
Space Agency). This 
mission is part of a 
larger mission picture 
that includes returning 
to the Moon and then 
onto Mars itself. 

     On Saturday, Feb-
ruary 20, 2021, a day after the rover successfully 
landed on Mars, N.A.S.A. scientists will re-
ceive data from the Perseverance rover showing 
the health report of the rover, it will show that 
everything is okay and working as expected. 

     Adding more to the excitement at the rover’s 
mission control was the first high-resolution 
images that came from the rover's landing. The 
rover Curiosity had already sent N.A.S.A., a 
stop-motion movie of Perseverance landing. 
And unlike rovers in the past, the images that 
will come from the rover Perseverance will be in 
color. Hazard cameras (Hazcams) have already 
taken some pictures of the front and rear wheels 
in the Martian dirt. N.A.S.A.’s eyes in the sky 
and N.A.S.A.’s Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter 
high-resolution cameras captured the spacecraft 
sailing into the Jazero crater with the parachute 
trailing behind it. A High-Resolution Camera 
Experiment (HIRISE) on the rover, did the 
same thing with the Curiosity rover in 2012. The 
JPL leads the Perseverance orbiter mission. 
The HIRISE is being led by the University of 
Arizona. 

     Later in the day on Friday, February 19, 2021, 
will fire several pyrotechnics’ chargers on the 
rover to releasing the Perseverance mast to the 
head of the rover deck. The mast itself will con-
tain the Navigation cameras (Navcams) that 
helps drive the rover. Also, the zoomable Mas-
cam-2, the laser instrument called Supercam, 
The mast is to be raised on Saturday, February 
25. The Navcam is expected to take panoramas 
of the rover itself and the surrounding area. 

     In the days to come, N.A.S.A. engineers will 
pore over the rover’s systems data, They also 
planning to do 
some updating of 
the software of the 
rover. Testing the 
various instru-
ments. In the fol-
lowing weeks af-
terwards, the Per-
severance will test  

 its robotic 
arm, and short-
ly after that, the 
Perseverance 
will make a 
short drive that 
will take about 
one or two 
months to drop 
off the Ingenui-
ty, a mini-

helicopter, which is attached to the belly of the 
Perseverance rover. After that, the rover will 
hit the road (as it were) to begin its science 
mission, collecting samples of the Martian 
rocks and sediment and the regolith of Mars. 
This is a prelude to human exploration.  

     Mars 2020 mission is part of N.A.S.A.’s 
Moon to Mars exploration, which includes the 
Artemis mission to the Moon. To help prepare 
human exploration of the red planet. 

Pinn-Pinn’s Recipe Corner 

 

     And here we go again with another install of 
Pinn-Pinn’s Recipe Corner. This time around, 
she went with a theme that every geek is famil-
iar with, Dr. Who. 

According to The Doctor, we can thank him 
for banana daiquiri’s, fish fingers and custard, 
and the Yorkshire Pudding. This classic Brit-
ish side dish is surprisingly easy to make. Use 
it to impress redheads, repel Romans, and 
keep yourself busy while living time the long 
way round without skipping past any of the 
boring bits. 

The Doctor’s Yorkshire Pudding 

1 cup flour 
1 cup milk 
4 eggs 
1/2 tsp salt 
3/4 cup (12 tbsp) melted butter or roast beef 
drippings 

Mix the flour, milk, eggs, and salt into a thick 
batter. Let it sit at room temperature for about 
an hour. 

Preheat your oven to 425F. 



Put a 12-cup cupcake 
pan in the oven so it 
gets nice and hot. 

Now work fast. Put one 
tbsp butter or beef drip-
pings in each cup. Fill 
the cups with batter. 
Pop the whole thing 
back in the oven. 

Don’t open the oven 
door for 25 minutes or it 
will fall like a souffle. 
Leave them alone and 
the puddings will rise up 

and become fluffy, light, and crisp. 

These are best served with a hearty English 
roast in the company of Winston Churchill, after 
a good night’s performance with William Shake-
speare, or in your companion’s living room while 
trying to impress her husband. 

Dr. Who’s Crack in the Wall 

 

Things you will need. 

4 packages cheap re-
frigerated cinnamon 
roll dough 

   Pre-made refrigerat-
ed sugar cookie dough 

   Butter 

   Parchment paper 

  An action figure of 
Rory 

  Now the fun begins. 

  Preheat your oven to 
400f 

 

Line a small rectangular pan with parchment pa-
per 

Butter the heck out of the parchment paper 

Unroll your cinnamon roll dough 

Pretend you’re building the wall of a log cabin 

1/3 of the way up your wall, add a sugar cookie 
space and time  

Keep building your wall until you fill the pan 

Bake it for 16 – 18 minutes or until dark golden 
brown 

Carefully cut the dark brown surface off the 
sugar cookie crack 

Fill the sugar cookie crack with the free icing 
that comes with your cinnamon rolls 

Wait five minutes. Turn the wall upright. The 
icing will spill down the front, just like light 
spilling out of the crack. 

For extra authenticity add an action figure of 
Rory to the edge of the icing. 

The Weird, The Strange and  

What The @%#& 

 

Take That! “Dumb money” is what some 
professional financiers on Wall Street call in-
dividual investors — unsophisticated bum-
blers who are destined to lose money in their 
world of large institutional investment compa-
nies. But wallstreetbets, a group of individuals 
from an online forum on Reddit, is “beating 
[Wall Street] at its own game,” said a 16-year-
old investor. The group’s investments in trou-
bled retailer GameStop has pushed its stock 
up rapidly — about 1,800 percent in January 
alone — while simultaneously hurting “pro” 
traders who are shorting the stock (betting it 
goes down). Hedge fund Melvin Capital, for 
instance, paid billions to get out of its short 
GameStop position. Those billions are land-
ing in the accounts of individual investors like 
California evangelical pastor Justin Speak, 27, 
and his wife. “There’s a catharsis to actually 
making money off their pain a little bit,” Speak 
said. “Eat the rich,” his wife added. (RC/New 
York Times) ...And when this makes you 
rich? 

Friends ’Til the End: The Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety issued an Amber Alert 
for a missing boy, Glen Ray, 5, who had been 
abducted. Glen was described as 2 ft 3 in tall 
with auburn hair and blue eyes, and had last 
been seen wearing a blue shirt with a black 
collar. If Glen isn’t familiar, you might recog-
nize his alleged abductor: 28 years old, 3 ft 1 in 
tall, red, or auburn hair, and blue eyes. He was 
last seen wearing “blue denim overalls with 



multi-colored striped long sleeve shirt wielding 
a huge kitchen knife.” His name: Chucky. His 
picture on the alert shows him as he appeared 
in the “Child’s Play” horror movie series. 
Glen’s photo is from Seed of Chucky, where 
he was introduced as Chucky’s son. The Tex-
as Alerts System sent the notification three 
times in one morning. “This alert is a result of a 
test malfunction,” DPS announced after an up-
roar. “We apologize for the confusion this may 
have caused and are diligently working to en-
sure this does not happen again.” (MS/KENS 
San Antonio, KPRC Houston) ...Though they 
have yet to explain the Amber Alert for Waldo. 

Illegal Advice: “Your defense is that you are 
afraid for your life,” attorney Winston B. Sitton 
wrote, according to a court document. 
“Revenge or premeditation of any sort will be 
used against you at trial.” The court document 
is not, of course, from Lauren Houston’s mur-
der trial; her ex-boyfriend is evidently still alive, 
despite Sitton’s Facebook comment that if she 
wanted to kill her child’s father, she should 
“lure him into your house and claim he broke 
in.” Rather, the document is an opinion of the 
Tennessee Supreme Court quoting Sitton’s 
Facebook remarks — and suspending his law 
license for four years because of them. The 
Nashville attorney had argued that his com-
ments were clearly in jest because he would not 
have done something so “stupid” as to make 
them publicly in earnest. “We agree with Mr. 
Sitton,” Justice Holly Kirby wrote for the court, 
“that it is hard to conceive of any reason why a 
lawyer, any lawyer, would offer instructions on 
how to commit murder and stage a concocted 
defense.” (AC/Nashville Tennesse-
an) ...Lawyers are only allowed to help them get 
away with crimes they’ve already committed. 

‘I Was Gonna Be A Mashed Potato’: 
Florida Boy Recounts Garbage 
Truck Horror 

An eagle-eyed sanitation worker saved the 7-
year-old at the last moment. 

A Florida boy’s attempt to hide in a trash can 
almost turned tragic when it was picked up by a 
garbage truck and nearly sent into the choppers 

as the blades turned on.  

“I was thinking, ‘This might be the end for me,’” 
7-year-old Elias Quezada told WFLA, the NBC  

station in Tampa. “I almost thought I was gonna 
be a mashed potato.” 

But then a sharp-eyed driver named Waldo 
Fidele spotted the boy in the truck’s surveillance 

camera and rushed to turn the choppers off.  

“It was a bad day for me,” Fidele told Fox13 in 
Tampa. “I was scared.” 

Luckily, he was able to act in time and call 911 for 

help.  

Elias’s grandmother said it all happened so 

fast.  

“In a minute, he went out and the next thing I 
hear is the sound of the truck and a guy scream-
ing,” Carmen Salazar told WFLA. 

Elias suffered a minor cut ― and perhaps the 
beginning of a lifelong aversion to a certain 

household item.  

“I don’t like trash cans anymore,” he told WFLA. 

Then again, Elias did make an exception when 
he spoke to Fox 13: “Unless it’s like a tiny trash 
can that’s inside the house, then it might be fi-
ne.”  

Alaska Woman Attacked By Bear 
While Using Outhouse 

“I got out there and sat down on the toilet and 
immediately something bit my butt right as I sat 
down,” Shannon Stevens told reporters. 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) — An Alaska 
woman had the scare of a lifetime when using an 
outhouse in the backcountry and she was at-
tacked by a bear, from below. 

“I got out there and sat down on the toilet and 
immediately something bit my butt right as I sat 
down,” Shannon Stevens told The Associated 
Press on Thursday. “I jumped up and I 
screamed when it happened.” 

Stevens, her brother Erik and his girlfriend had 
taken snowmobiles into the wilderness Feb. 13 
to stay at his yurt, located about 20 miles north-
west of Haines, in southeast Alaska. 

Her brother heard the screaming and went out to 
the outhouse, about 150 feet (45.72 meters) 
away from the yurt. There, he found Shannon 
tending to her wound. They at first thought she 
had been bitten by a squirrel or a mink, or  

https://www.huffpost.com/news/topic/florida
https://www.wfla.com/news/hillsborough-county/i-thought-i-was-going-to-be-a-mashed-potato-hillsborough-co-sanitation-worker-saves-child-nearly-crushed-in-garbage-truck/
https://www.fox13news.com/news/sanitation-worker-saves-life-of-boy-who-hid-in-trash-can-got-tossed-into-garbage-truck
https://www.fox13news.com/news/sanitation-worker-saves-life-of-boy-who-hid-in-trash-can-got-tossed-into-garbage-truck


something small. 

Erik brought his headlamp with him to see what it 
was. 

“I opened the toilet seat and there’s just a bear 
face just right there at the level of the toilet seat, 
just looking right back up through the hole, right 
at me,” he said. 

“I just shut the lid as fast as I could. I said, 
‘There’s a bear down there, we got to get out of 
here now,’” he said. “And we ran back to the yurt 
as fast as we could.” 

Once safely back inside, they treated Shannon 
with a first aid kit. They determined it wasn’t that 
serious, but they would head to Haines if it wors-
ened. 

“It was bleeding, but it wasn’t super bad,” Shan-
non said. 

The next morning, they found bear tracks all over 
the property, but the bear had left the area. “You 
could see them across the snow, coming up to 
the side of the outhouse,” she said. 

They figure the bear got inside the outhouse 
through an opening at the bottom of the back 
door. 

“I expect it’s probably not that bad of a little den in 
the winter,” Shannon said. 

Alaska Department of Fish and Game Wildlife 
Management Biologist Carl Koch suspects it was 
a black bear based upon photos of the tracks he 
saw and the fact that a neighbor living about a half 
mile away sent him a photo of a black bear on her 
property two days later. 

That homeowner yelled at the bear but it didn’t 
react. It also didn’t approach her but lumbered 
about its business, like it was in a walking hiber-
nation mode. 

Even though it’s winter, Koch said they get calls 
all year round about bears being out. 

And 2020 was a record year for general bear 
problems in the Haines area. Reasons for that, he 
said, could include the fact it was a poor salmon 
run year combined with a mediocre berry crop. “It 
is also possible a bear couldn’t put on enough fat 
when they go in the den, that they might be out 
and about more often or earlier,” he said. 

Koch suspects Shannon’s wound was caused by 
the bear swatting at her with a paw rather than be-
ing bitten. Either way, the location might be a 
first. 

“As far as getting swatted on the butt when 
you’re sitting down in winter, she could be the 
only person on Earth that this has ever hap-
pened to, for all I know,” Koch said. 

No matter the season, Erik says he’ll carry 
bear spray with him all the time when going 
into the backcountry, and Shannon plans to 
change one behavior as well. 

“I’m just going to be better about looking in-
side the toilet before sitting down, for sure,” 
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Captain’s Log 

Stardate: Subjective 

Captain Deora recording 

 

     “The senior bridge staff and I are still cur-
rently in holodeck one. We have just re-
viewed Captain S’tol’s latest message and we 
have come up with a plan of action, but for us 
to carry it out, we need to go over both clues 
to find the common denominator in both 
messages. We are waiting on the arrival of 
Ensign Josh to return to the holodeck with 
Captain S’tol’s last clue to do just that. Cap-
tain S’tol did say that we would need both 
clues to find our next destination. And he is 
right.” 

     As everyone was waiting the doors of the 
holodeck one opened and Ensign Josh 
walked in just as the doors were closing. He 
walked in at a fast pace and was slightly out of 
breath. He walked up to the first officer and 
turns over an iso-linear chip to him. The 
Commander then walks over to where Cap-
tain Deora and Chief Kenny were holding a 
conversation. 

     “Captain, Josh just returned with a down-
loaded copy of Captain S’tol the last clue.” He 
stated as he turned over the chip to Captain 
Deora.  

     “Thank you, Sikes.” The captain said as 
she took the procession of the item. 

     Just as quickly she turned the chip over to 
Chief Kenny. 



“Chief Kenny, plug this item into the holodeck 
computer and do what the ‘Magic Man’ does. 

     “Aye, sir.” He said with a big grin on his face. 

     Chief did what he was told and walked over to 
the location of the arch and plugged in the iso-
linear chip in an open slot in the holodeck com-
puter. Chief Kenny then kneels pulls out a panel 
and reaches inside and flips a switch and pushes 
a button. Kenny then pulls his hand out and re-
places the panel. He stands back up and heads 
back towards where Captain Deora and Com-
mander T’sikes were standing. 

     “It’s all set up sir.” Chief Kenny said with glee. 

     “Thank you, Chief Kenny. Now shall we join 
the others?” Deora asked. 

     All three of them walked over to where the 
main body of the group was standing along with 
Ensign Josh. 

     “Sorry about the delay folks. Everybody 
ready?” Deora asked. 

     “Yes sir.” Everybody answering at the same 
time. 

     “Computer.” 

     “Working.” 

     “Computer analyzes both messages. Ques-
tion, is there a common denominator in both 
messages?” Captain Deora asked the computer. 

     “Working. Please stand by.” The computer 
stated. 

     “Analysis complete. Affirmative.” The com-
puter says. 

     “And what is the common factor in these mes-
sages?” The Captain asked the computer. 

     “The common factors in these messages are 
references to the Chicago gangster of the nine-
teen thirty’s. There are other examples on file. 
Do you wish to list them?”  The computer asked. 

     “No, thank you, computer. That is unneces-
sary. Just the ones in the messages. Thank you.” 
Captain Deora stated. 

     “Okay, we now know what the common de-
nominator in these messages. It's old Earth’s 
Chicago gangsters of the prohibition era. ”Belek 
stated matter of fact. 

     “Yes sir. But it’s not Earth we want to head 
for.” Lieutenant Commander Henderson said. 

     “Yes, that is correct Kathy. But what other 
planet has had in its recent past had some form 
of Chicago style gangster in charge of just 
about every facet of life on a planetary scale. 
And I am just guessing here, and would fall 
under the protectorate of the Federation?” De-
ora posed the two questions to the group. 

     “Belek? Kathy? D’lan? Josh? Kenny? Tess? 
Anyone?” She asked everyone present. 

     Captain Deora look at each and every one 
standing there. Then she looked at the First 
Officer. 

     “Sikes? Do you have any ideas?” She asked 
her number one. But then she notices that he 
hadn’t said one word for several minutes. And 
he had that certain look on his face. 

     As if he was staring off into space, but at the 
same time trying to figure something out in his 
head. 

     “Number one, are you still here with us?” 
Deora asked her First Officer. 

     “What…, Oh I am sorry sir. I got lost in 
thought there. I was remembering something 
about S’tol. What was the question, sir?” 
T’sikes asked his Captain. 

     “I’d asked if you had any ideas or theories 
about all of this?” Deora asked. 

     “Well, I wouldn’t be worth my weight in salt 
as a First Officer or Chief Science Officer if I 
didn’t have an idea or a theory or two.” He said. 

     “I thought you might.” Captain Deora said 
with a gratified smile on her face. 

     “Sir, I will need the computer," T’sikes stat-
ed.      

    “Go ahead, Commander. You have it. Do 
your stuff.” She said with pride. 

    “Computer?” Commander T’sikes calls out. 

     “Working.” It responded. 

     “Coordinate what was said in the past ten 
solar minutes. Question, how many planets in 
the Federation protectorate fits the hypothesis 
just posed?” T’sikes asked the computer. 

     “There is only one planet in the Federation 
protectorate that fits the hypothesis presented.” 
The computer answered. 

     “Computer, question. This one planet, was 



 there an Earth ship that visited this planet in 
question? Question two, had the late Starfleet 
Grand Admiral James T. Kirk and Ambassador 
Spock ever visited this planet?” T’sikes asked. 

     “Affirmative for both questions.” The answer 
came just as quickly. 

     “Computer, question. What is the designation 
of the planet in question?” 

     “Working. The designation of the planet in 
question is Sigma Iotia II. Sigma Iotia II was 
visited by the Earth ship U.S.S. Horizon in the 
late twenty-first to mid-twenty-second century. 
The U.S.S. Enterprise with then Captain 
James T. Kirk commanding with Commander 
Spock as his First Officer and Chief Science 
Officer would visit the planet an Earth century 
later. The Enterprise was sent to Sigma Iotia II 
to follow up on a message received by Starfleet 
Command from the Horizon that was sent via 
standard radio. Starfleet Command would not 
receive the message for a century. They were 
there to ascertain if the Horizon might have in-
terfered with the social development of the planet 
population. 

At the time of the Horizon’s visitation, the Prime 
Directive was not in use. It would later be deter-
mined by both Captain Kirk and Commander 
Spock that the Horizon had indeed inadvertently 
interfered with the planet's social development. 
Both Starfleet officers, to find out how badly the 
damage was, beam down to the planet. They 
beam down at the behest of the territory leader, 
to a planet that was like the prohibition era Chi-
cago. They were both met by gangsters that 
work for that territory Boss, a Bela Oxmyx. The 
Starfleet officers were then taken to Bela 
Oxmyx's office. Whereupon they found the 
source of the contamination. It was a book left 
behind by the crew of the Horizon, from Earth 
published in the nineteen ninety’s about the Chi-
cago gangsters of the nineteen thirty’s. After ex-
tracting themselves from a situation that could 
have led to further contamination of the planet’s 
social development. According to both Captain 
Kirk’s and Commander Spock’s reports, led to 
the decision by the Federation Council, that Sig-
ma Iotia II was placed under the jurisdiction of 
the Federation Protectorate. And now once a 
year a Federation starship is sent to the planet to 
ascertain the planet’s social development. They 
advise and help guide the planet into a more eth-
ical system of government.” The computer fin-
ished its report. 

 “Sigma Iotia II, Kathy how long would it take 
the Brightstar to reach this planet?” The Cap-
tain asked her communications officer. 

     “To be honest sir, I don’t know. And I 
won’t know for sure until Tess and I can plot 
the course.” Kathy said. 

     “Captain, we have ascertained where our 
next destination lies. Sir with your permis-
sion, I would suggest that we fulfill the prepa-
rations we need to make while Lieutenant 
Commander Henderson and Ensign Tess, to 
allow the time needed to plot such a course to 
Earth and the two points in between, that will 
allow us to drop off the shuttlecraft and alter 
our course to Sigma Iotia II. We can have a 
briefing in the main briefing room say in one 
hour. Is that sufficient time Lt. Comm. Hen-
derson for you and Tess  to plot the course 
needed?” The First Officer asked. 

     “I should think so sir," Kathy stated. 

     “Alright then. Let’s get to it. Kenny, you get 
started with the shuttlecraft and the prepara-
tions for the shuttle bay. And Kenny, remem-
ber put enough stuff and junk in the shuttle 
bay to make it look like we had an accident. 
Hopefully, they’ll think we are either heading 
to Earth for repairs or for a little treasure 
hunt. Either way, they’ll be following the shut-
tlecraft instead of us to Sigma Iotia II.” Cap-
tain Deora said. 

     “Aye, sir. I’ll make it look like we blew out 
our entire ass end…, I’m sorry sir, our entire 
aft end off.” Kenny stated. 

     “Right…, Well, either way, I wouldn’t go 
that far Chief, but do your best.” Captain De-
ora said. Then she thought to herself, “that 
sounded so wrong on so many levels.” 

     “Aye, sir.” Chief Kenny said. 

     “And Kathy, you and Tess why are still 
standing here? Go, get that course plotted 
and ready.” Captain Deora ordered. 

     “Aye, sir. We’ll be ready.” Kathy stated. 

     “Commander T’sikes if you can arrange 
for some quarters for Belek. Something tells 
me that we had better invite him along. We 
may require him.” Deora ordered her First 
Officer. 

     “Aye, sir. Belek if you will follow me 
please.”  The First Officer said as he  



 indicated the direction of the holodeck doors by 
holding out his right arm. 

     “I am honored, sir.” The Vulcan said to the 
First Officer as he followed the commander’s 
lead. 

     “Commander, main briefing room in one 
hour," Deora ordered. 

     “Aye, sir. Main briefing room, one hour.” He 
repeated.  

     Just as the doors of holodeck one opened 
Belek said something to Commander T’sikes. 
That made Captain Deora think that maybe she 
should talk with him. 

     “Commander, you know you are worth more 
than what you weight in salt," Belek said. 

     The first officer stopped himself just as he 
was crossing the threshold of the holodeck. 

     “ Why thank you Belek. I always knew that. Of 
course, you know that is just an idiom from old 
Earth.” Sikes stated. 

     “No, I did not know that. Please explain this 
idiom. Are there more idioms like this one from 
old Earth? I am most curious to find out more.” 
Belek asked. 

     Before Captain Deora could even say a word 
to T’sikes, the doors to the holodeck closed be-
hind them. Leaving the Captain and Doctor D’lan 
as the sole occupants of the holodeck. 

     Doctor D’lan began walking towards the 
doors as she walked by Captain Deora and said 
something to her. 

     “Forget about your First Officer, sir. You‘ll 
need to have that talk with Belek instead before 
Commander T’sikes tells him more about idi-
oms. And you better hurry.” The doctor said as 
she left the captain standing there as she contin-
ued to walk out the holodeck. 

     One could image the Captain doing her ver-
sion of a face balm to her antennae as the doors 
of the holodeck closed. Leaving her alone in the 
holodeck. 

We’re Famous, Again? 

 

 

     Now I know that our (the USS Brightstar) 
parent organization Starfleet Command has 
been around since 1974. A total of forty-seven 
years. This is, of course, general knowledge 
among the members of the fleet (SFC). Why 
state what everybody already knows? That is a 
very good question, by the way. The reason is 
this, and if I get a little long-winded some time 
so please forgive me if I do. As I said, the rea-
son for this is what I found one day. On this 
particular day, I went out to do some shopping 
at the local supermarket. I was going down 
one of the isles. You know the one that con-
tains general household items like pots, pans 
eating, and cooking utensils and sometimes 
books and magazines rack. As I got to the 
magazine rack, one of those magazines caught 
my eye as I looked at it. I pick it up and quickly 
flip through it. As I put that one magazine 
back, another magazine catches my attention. 
This one, I ended up buying. The title for this 
magazine, 2021 First Look: The Complete 
Guide to Star Trek A Special Collector’s Edi-
tion. It contains several articles from one title 
‘Where No Show Had Gone Before’ it talks 
about how Gene and Star Trek has trans-
formed the face of Science Fiction. To the arti-
cle title Trekkie Time: A Resource Guide to 
the Wide World of Star Trek.  It’s in this sec-
tion of the magazine that Starfleet Command is 
mentioned. Of course, Starfleet International 
is also mentioned as well. But if you notice one 
thing when you read the article, is Starfleet In-
ternational got only a few lines. Whereas Star-
fleet Command got a few more, which got …, 
well, you’ll have to judge for yourself. But if 
you ask me, they got screwed, screwed big 
time. 

     I myself, enjoyed the magazine. And I plan 
to keep on enjoying the magazine as long as it 
last, anyway. If you want, just before I close the 
book, as it were there is a little quiz at the end 
of the magazine. A total of fifteen questions 
with the answers at the end to see how well 
you may have done. Oh, something else, the 
magazine is distributed by and printed by Hol-
lywood Story. 

     Find it and enjoy it as well. 



Are You A Trek-Xpert? 

 

 

 

  1. Star Trek creator Gene Roddenberry 
named the USS Enterprise after a ship 
that took part in what famous World War 
II conflict? 

 

A. The Pearl Harbor attack 

B. The Battle of the Bulge 

C. The Fight for Kirk-istan 

D. The Battle Midway 

 

2.   Which original series cast member rec-
orded a disco version of the Star Trek 
theme? 

 

A. Nichelle Nichols 

B. Leonard Nimoy 

C. William Shatner 

D. The third red shirt from the left 

 

3.  What famous character from classic Brit-
ish fiction inspired the character of Captain 
James T. Kirk? 

 

A. Oliver Twist 

B. Horatio Hornblower 

C. Sherlock Holmes 

D. Benny Hill 

 

4.  What U.S. town decided to declare itself 
the future birthplace of Captain Kirk? 

 

A. Riverside, California 

B. Enterprise, Alabama 

C. Shatnerville, Pennsylvania 

D. Riverside, Iowa 

 

5.   According to fan website Ex Astris 
Scientia, how many times did Kirk 
bare his torso? 

 

A. 79 

B. 21 

C. 13 

D. He never appeared fully bare-
chested 

 

6.  What was Ensign Sulu’s first name? 

 

A. Bo 

B. It was never revealed 

C. George 

D. Hikaru 

 

7.   What did Leonard Nimoy witness as 
a child that inspired his Vulcan Sa-
lute? 

 

A. A pianist stretching his hands be-
fore a concert 

B. A University of Texas fan making 
the “Hook’em, Horns!” gesture 

C. An interpreter signing for the hard 
of hearing 

D. A hand gesture during a service at 
an Orthodox Jewish synagogue 

 

8.  In early incarnations of Roddenber-
ry’s script for Star Trek, what was 
the Enterprise named? 

 

A. The Yorktown 

B. The Millennium Falcon 

C. The Saratoga 

D. The Mayflower 

 

 



9.  How many times did members of the En-
terprise crew specifically say to chief engi-
neer Montgomery Scott, “Scotty, beam 
me up!” 

 

A. 137 

B. 1, in the film The Voyage Home 

C. None. That exact line was never used 

D. 79, or once per episode 

 

11. What classic 1930s movie-inspired 
Dr. “Bones” McCoy’s multiple varia-
tions of the line, “I’m a doctor, not a 
…”? 

 

     A. The Kennel Murder Case 

     B. Dammit, I’m a Doctor! 

     C, The Wizard of Oz 

      D. It Happened One Night 

 

 12. How many times did McCoy utter his 
other famous catchphrase, “He’s dead, 
Jim!”? 

 

A. None. That exact line was never used 

B. 1 

C. 137 

D. 20 

 

 13. According to Star Trek Blueprints, 
which published actual blueprints for the 
Enterprise, what special facility was built 
on Deck 21 for the crew’s entertainment? 

 

A. A basketball court 

B. A basketball court-sized hot tub 

C. A bowling alley 

4. Captain Kirk’s Chuckle Hut and 
Lounge 

 

 

14. Which Enterprise crew member was   
originally supposed to make out with 
Uhura for TV’s first interracial kiss be-
fore the honor went to Kirk? 

 

A. Mr. Sulu 

B. Carol, the lunch lady 

C. Mr. Spock 

D. Khan 

 

15. What does the name “Uhura” translate to 
in Swahili? 

 

A. Enlightened One 

B. Freedom 

C. Arlene 

D. Nichelle 

 

The answers will be in next month 
issue of the StarLight. 

 



Where is the Doctor? 

 

In last issue, we saw Doctor Who standing in 

some snow. Where was that snow at? 

Well, if don’t have clue where, here look at the 

larger picture. 

Here he is. In the snow, on by back porch of my 

home in Peru. 

As to where he’ll be next month, check out the 

next column. 

Where am I this month? 

Check back in April’s issue to find out. 



See You All Next Issue 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day 

May You Kiss the Blarney Stone on A Path full of  

Four-leaf Clovers 


