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Happy New Year Everyone 

And Here We Go Again Around 

The Bright Light In Center 



From The First Officer 

 

     Hi and welcome. As I am writing this latest entry of 

‘From The First Officer’ it’s just a few days before Christ-

mas and then it is another eight days until the beginning of 

the new year (New Year’s day) January 1, 2023. And as of 

this writing, the weather forecast is not looking good for the 

Christmas holiday. The forecast is calling for everything 

east of the Rockies with blowing and drifting snow and sub-

zero temperatures. Now the area I’m living in, is expecting 

to get anywhere from two and a half inches to three inches of 

snow. Granted this amount of snow is not enough to shut 

things down, but when you factor in forty to fifty mile an hour 

wind gust, you now have the conditions for a possible bliz-

zard with sub-zero temperatures and possible whiteout con-

ditions. With this kind of forecast I’ll stay inside and warm. 

     Well anyway, if you survived Christmas and the New Year 

Eve, consider yourself lucky. I will have to deal with this 

winter storm for the Christmas holiday. As for the New Year  

and New Year’s day, the forecast is suppose to be a lot 

warmer.  

     For some reason this holiday season feels different. And 

for reason that I can’t explain, I am filled with a sense of 

hope. Hope for the present and the future. I guess for me 

that is, a sense of renewed hope. I can’t explain it any better 

than that. 

     So, this is what I’m going to do, I’m going to take this 

sense of renewed hope and put it someplace special in my 

soul, my heart if you will. And wish all of you a most pros-

perous Happy New Year. 

 

     It’s time to put this puppy to bed 

 
The First Officer. 

Bible Quotes 

Beginning Again 

 

Job 8:7 

     Your beginnings will seem humble, so 

prosperous will your future be. 

 
Psalms 102:25 

     In the beginning you laid the foundations of the earth, and 

the heavens are the work of your hands. 

 
Psalms 111:10 

     The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all who 

follow his precepts have good understanding. To him be-

longs eternal praise. 

 
Proverbs 1:7 

     The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but 

fools despise wisdom and instruction. 

 
Proverbs 4:7 

     The beginning of wisdom is this : Get wisdom. Though it 

cost all you have, get understanding. 

 
Ecclesiastes 3:11 

     He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also 

set eternity in the human heart, yet no one can fathom what 

God has done from beginning to end. 

 
Ecclesiastes 7:8 

     The end of a matter is better than its beginning, and pa-

tience is better than pride. 

 
Isaiah 1:26 

     I will restore your leaders as in days of old, your rulers as 

at the beginning. Afterward you will be called the City of 

Righteousness, the Faithful City, 

 
Matthew 24:8 

     All these are the beginning of birth pains. 

 
Matthew 24:21 

     For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the 

beginning of the world until now- and never to be equaled 

again. 

 
Revelation 21:13 

     I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the 
Beginning and the end. 



Successful Mission 

 

     The Artemis’s Orion capsule returned to Earth on De-

cember 11, 2022. Orion capsule was recovered the same day 

by the U.S. Naval recovery ship the U.S.S. PORTLAND.  

     Splashdown occurred in the Pacific Ocean 100 miles 

(160 Kilometers) off of Mexico’s Baja Peninsula. Both the 

PORTLAND and the Orion capsule return to port on De-

cember 13, 2022, in San Diego, California at a naval base 

located there. The Orion capsule would not begin its over-

land journey to the Kennedy Space Center (KSP) until the 

following day December 14. This was announced by NASA 

via Twitter on December 13, 2022.  

     Artemis 1 lifted off with the Orion capsule a top of it using 

the “mega rocket” Space Launch System (SLS) on Novem-

ber 16, 2022, at the Kennedy Space Center. Artemis achieve 

lunar orbit on November 25, 2022. Artemis 1  would pre-

form test on its systems and perform some maneuvers es-

sential to the flight. Artemis would leave lunar orbit six days 

later on December 1st. Artemis for the next four days would 

be tested and perform a series of maneuvers in deep space. 

On December 5th, Artemis would perform a long burn as it 

made a close flyby of the moon. 

     According to NASA officials said everything went well 

during Artemis and Orion’s Shakeout cruise. The space-

craft meet and passed every one of its milestone in lunar 

orbit and in deep space. Of course, the capsule was un-

manned. The flight and the mission ended when the craft 

arriving back home planet Earth, under three large para-

chutes. This permitted the Orion capsule to make a soft 

splashdown 100 miles off the Mexican coast. 

     Once the Orion capsule reaches Kennedy, it will be given 

a once over by the Artemis team. They will go over the cap-

sules sub-systems to see how well they worked while in 

space. The technicians will also be removing some of the 

hardware for processing and reuse aboard the Artemis 2 

next in the Artemis program. Artemis 2 mission is set to 

take flight sometime in late 2024. This mission will be 

manned, its destination is the lunar south pole. Artemis 3 

mission is set to return man to the moon for a manned lunar 

landing sometime in 2025 or 2026, using the Space X star-

ship vehicle as a lander. 

     NASA future goals is to build a research base at the lu-

nar south polar region on the surface of the moon. The rea-

soning behind choosing this location is, it is thought that 

this area of the lunar south pole may contain vast amounts of 

water ice. NASA also has plans in the works for a orbiting 

lunar space station. They have (NASA) already pick out a 

name for this station. This manned space station is to be 

named Gateway. 

     Gateway will serve as a jump-off point for manned and 

unmanned mission to the moon and back and possible 

Mars. The first components of Gateway is set to be 

launched aboard a Space X Falcon Heavy rocket in late 

2024. 

End of report. 

Stary from Space.com 

A Letter from the Rainbow Bridge 

 

Hi, Mom, Dad 

     Now that I’ve been across the Rainbow Bridge for a couple 

of weeks, they said I should write a letter home. Sorry, Mom 

but I’m so busy ‘across the bridge’ that I haven’t thought of 

home much. They said it’s okay and that you would under-

stand. I hope you do. (I think you will.)  

     Remember that night when I wasn’t feeling very well, and 

we were all crying? I don’t remember much, but I do remem-

ber seeing and hearing all of you and feeling your touches and 

hugs…I remember hearing “we love you” and that one last 

command of “Go through”. I didn’t know what you meant, so I 

turned around and walked through the fog that was in front of 

me. I saw the biggest bridge I’ve ever seen! And so many 

friends on the other side of it! They were all playing with toys 

and balls! You were right to tell me to go there! My feet kept 

moving forward, but my heart kept pulling me back. Your 

touches became lighter and lighter, and I wanted to come 

back and nudge your hands for more love, but I was over-

come by this feeling of curiosity for the happy place over the 

bridge! My feet started moving on their own, like a gentle 

breeze was moving them forward for me! I can’t explain it, but 

I had no doubt that it was the right thing to do. 

     So, I walked across that big, huge bridge by myself. I 

looked for you, because you’re always by my side, walking 

with me, but this was different. I didn’t have a collar around 

my neck or a leash connecting me to you – I was ‘free’! Even 

though you weren’t there with me I never felt alone! I actually 

felt like I had a huge cape of love wrapped around my body 

and the more I walked, the easier it was to breath! So, I kept 

walking! And I would feel more warmth in the big hug, so I 

kept on walking! I eventually made it over the big bridge – I 

did it by myself, mom. When I got here, all of my new friends 

greeted me and helped me walk off the bridge – it was so 

cool! They gave me a pair of wings and said that I was now a 

Guardian Angel! 

     What I’ve learned over these past few weeks has been 

amazing and nothing like I’ve seen before! We’re all the same 

up here – we all have wings, and we all have Forever People 

to watch over – that’s YOU, mom! You’re my Forever Person 

and I’m your Forever Dog! We had such a great life together 

and I do miss you a LOT, but please know that I am so happy 

in my new hove across The Bridge! 

     I’ll send you another Earth Angle, so you won’t be alone. 

Give them your whole heart, like you gave it to me. I’ll check 

in every so often to make they treasure your love – I always 

did! When you miss me, think of a rainbow, and know I’m on 

the other side of it, waiting to walk with you again. I’ll always 

be in your heart. I love you, mom. 

     Time for me to go play… 

 
 
Author unknown. 



The Weird, The Strange, And What The ? 
 
 
Unsocial Media: When the Rockdale County (Ga.) Sheriff’s 
Office posted a lineup of mug shots on their Facebook page 
asking the public to keep an eye out for their “Ten Most 
Wanted” violent criminals, Christopher Spaulding was ap-
parently a bit incensed. “How about me?” he wrote in a com-
ment. The department checked his name and replied, “You 
are correct you have two warrants, we are on the way.” Sure 
enough, he was at home when officers arrived — and 
Spaulding was dressed the same as in his Facebook profile 
photo. He was arrested. (RC/WSB Atlanta) ...He should 
have waited until next week when they posted the Ten 
Dumbest Most Wanted. 
Starting on the Right Foot: U.S. Marine Corps veteran An-
nika Hutsler was enjoying her first basketball game at Cryp-
to.com Arena in Los Angeles, Calif., when she saw herself 
on the Jumbotron. Hutsler shared the resulting video on her 
Instagram account — as well as the $100 gift card she re-
ceived for being named the fan of the game. In the video, 
Hutsler, who had lost her right leg to cancer, could be seen 
dancing — and drinking beer from her prosthetic leg. “First 
@lakers game was a success,” her post read. (MS/KTLA 
Los Angeles) ...Arena beer: now with extra hops. 
Unlicensed Driver: “One of the victims saw the suspect bar-

reling down on him but couldn’t get out of the way,” Kilgore, 

Texas, police said in a Facebook post about an SUV that 

managed to get into two collisions in one parking lot. “He 

was shocked to see the driver was a dog!” The “reckless 

driver,” the post noted, “certainly has a guilty look on his 

face.” The local animal control popped up in the comments 

to add detail: “I did NOT issue this pups license, before 

anyone asks.” Police blamed the release of the parking 

brake on the dog’s leash catching on the control, but while 

they say the steering column was already damaged, that 

doesn’t make clear how the dog was able to shift into drive. 

(AC/San Antonio Express-News, KETK Jackson-

ville) ...Or put the key into the ignition. 

Indignant Imbecile: “Seconds can make all the difference 

when an ambulance is on an emergency call,” said police 

Sgt. Matt Cadmore of England’s Thames Valley Police. He 

was reacting to dashcam video of Albert Butler, 38, record-

ed by an ambulance responding to a serious emergency call 

in Reading. The ambulance passed Butler, who was so in-

censed by that he passed the ambulance back, and then hit 

his brakes and blocked the emergency vehicle from passing 

him again. An unamused magistrate in Reading Crown 

Court accepted Butler’s guilty plea to charges of dangerous 

driving and obstructing an emergency worker, which proba-

bly resulted in a more lenient sentence: 8 months in prison 

(suspended), 20 “rehabilitation days,” 200 hours of commu-

nity service work, 600 pounds (US$740) in court costs, 

and a 3-year driving ban. “Butler will have to complete an 

extended driving test at the conclusion of his disqualification 

in order to get his licence back,” Cadmore said, and his 

prison sentence “will be enacted immediately should he be 

convicted of any other offences” in the meantime.  

The fate of the patient the ambulance was en route to assist 

was not mentioned. (RC/Reading Chronicle) ...He survived, 

or Butler’s sentence wouldn’t have been such a mild slap on 

the hand. 

Just Ask: “Dear LA County,” the hand-scrawled letter began. 

“I would like your approval if I can have a unicorn in my back-

yard if I can find one.” The Los Angeles (Calif.) County’s 

Department of Animal Care and Control agreed to issue the 

unicorn license ...if “Madeline” could indeed find a unicorn, 

commending her “sense of responsible pet ownership to 

seek permission in advance.” Of course, the department has 

some requirements for Madeline to follow: Director Marcia 

Mayeda told the girl, whose age wasn’t given, that she must 

provide the animal “regular access to sunlight, moonbeams 

and rainbows,” and the animal’s horn “must be maintained” 

including “polishing at least once a month with a soft cloth.” In 

addition, any “sparkles or glitter sprinkled on the animal 

[must] be nontoxic and biodegradable.” The department en-

closed a stuffed toy unicorn, complete with a heart-shaped 

license tag. (RC/AP) ...“Good enough.” —Madeline. 

Pin-Pin Recipe Corner 

 

 

 

 

 

Harry Kim’s 

Terran Pasta with Clam Sauce 

 
Pasta 

 
1 16-ounce package #9 spaghetti or linguini 

8 cups of water 

4 cloves garlic, crushed in a garlic press 

1 tablespoon olive oil 

 
     While the clam sauce is cooking, boil the pasta in a large 

saucepan until soft enough to bite into it, but still firm, drain, 

crush four cloves of garlic into the pasta and stir; pour olive 

oil into the pasta, stir through, and set aside until you are 

ready to add the clam sauce. 

 
White Sauce 

 
2 dozen shucked sliced raw littleneck clams, or 3 cups 

shucked sliced raw chowder clams 

8 cloves garlic, thinly sliced 

¼ cup olive oil 

2 teaspoons oregano 

1 teaspoon dried parsley 

Salt and pepper to taste 

 

     In a skillet, sauté garlic cloves in the olive oil, but don’t let 

them burn. Add the clams and simmer gently until they  



 soften to the touch. Add the oregano and parsley and salt 

and pepper. Stir the clam sauce until all the flavors have 

blended, pour over the pasta, and completely stir through. 

Serves four. 

 
Red Sauce 

 
2 dozen shucked sliced raw littleneck clams, or 3 cups 

shucked sliced raw chowder clams 

8 Italian plum tomatoes 

6 cloves garlic, thinly sliced 

½ cup olive oil 

¼ cup red wine 

3 teaspoons oregano 

2 teaspoons red crushed pepper 

1 teaspoons dried parsley 

½ teaspoon sugar 

Salt and pepper to taste 

 

     In 1 tablespoon of olive oil, sauté tomatoes with 4 of the 

garlic cloves. After the tomatoes have cooked into a liquid, 

add the sugar, wine, pepper, oregano, and parsley; then 

cover and simmer slowly for at least 1 hour. 

     Now, using the remaining 2 sliced garlic cloves, prepare 

the clams as you did in the recipe for white clam sauce 

above. When the clams are ready, mix them into the tomato 

sauce and simmer for another ½ hour. Then pour some of 

the red clam sauce over the spaghetti and stir through. Leave 

enough clam sauce for your guests to add their own, as with 

the recipe for white clam sauce. Serves four. 

 

Picard’s Madeleines 

 
2 eggs 

½ cup sifted all-purpose flour 

¼ cup (1/2 stick) butter, melted 

¼ cup sugar 

1 teaspoon lemon juice 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

½ teaspoon grated orange peel 

1/8 teaspoon salt 

 
     Begin by buttering and flouring your madeleine molds 

and preheating your oven to 325 degrees. Next melt the but-

ter and, while it’s cooling, sift together the flour and the salt; 

set that mixture aside. Blend the eggs, sugar, lemon juice, 

and orange peel into a smooth mixture and fold the flour and 

salt combination through it. Stir. Next, add the cooled butter 

and stir until it becomes a smoothly flowing batter. Pour the 

batter into your molds about 2/3 full and bake for about 25 

minutes or until you see them turn a light brown. Do not 

overcook. You can test for doneness by pressing the center 

of the cake in the mold down, and if it springs back, it’s 

done. After cooking, let your madeleines cool before re-

moving them from the molds. 

     These little orangey cakes go very well with Earl Grey tea 

and make perfect afternoon tea snacks.  

Bake up a whole bunch and refrigerate them. Or freeze them

-they’ll defrost by the time you reach the office-and nuke them 

20-30 seconds on “high” in the microwave at work. 

 
Major Kira Nerys 

Delvin Fluff Pastries 

 
Sheet Cake 

 
5 eggs 

1 ¾ cups cake flour 

¾ cup granulated sugar 

3 tablespoons butter 

¼ teaspoon vanilla extract 

1/8 teaspoon almond extract 

 
Filling 

 
1 cup heavy cream, whipped, or 2 cups ready-made whipped 

cream 

3 tablespoons confectioners’ sugar 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

½ teaspoons mocha java or French roast coffee (or Earl Gray 

tea, for a Jean-Luc Picard touch) 

¼ teaspoon orange extract 

 
Glaze 

 
3 cups granulated sugar 

1 ½ cups water 

¼ teaspoon cream of tartar 

¼ teaspoon vanilla extract 

1 or 2 drops food color of your choosing 

 
     Preheat oven to 325 degrees, and butter the bottoms of 2 

jelly roll pans, approximately 10 by 15 inches. After you’ve 

buttered them, cover them with waxed paper so that the thin 

sheet cakes will be easy to cut into shapes and remove while 

still somewhat warm from the oven without breaking them. 

     Next melt the 3 tablespoons of butter and set aside. You 

should have a double boiler for this recipe. If not, heat your 

eggs and sugar very carefully in a heavy saucepan while you 

beat them slowly with a hand mixer. If you have a double 

boiler, beat this mixture in the top of the double boiler until 

the mixture is thick and piles softly (about 10 minutes)> Re-

move from heat and keep beating as it cools. After it has 

cooled, add the vanilla and almond extracts. Then, in four 

stages add the flour. At each stage, fold the flour in com-

pletely. When all the flour has been folded in, stir in the melt-

ed butter. Pour the batter into the baking pans and bake at 

325 degrees for 45 minutes. 

     While your cakes are baking, prepare the filling. In a me-

dium-sized bowl, whip the heavy cream until the cream is stiff 

or measure in the store-bought whipped cream; then add the 

vanilla, coffee or tea, and sugar, blending them all complete-

ly, and set the filling aside in your refrigerator. 

     When the filling’s completed, prepare the glaze by  



combining the sugar, water, and cream of tartar in a heavy 

saucepan and stirring over low heat. When the sugar is dis-

solved, increase heat to bring the mixture to a boil; then cov-

er the saucepan and reduce to a slow boil for 5 minutes. Af-

ter the first 2 minutes on a low boil, uncover and wipe any 

sugar crystals off the sides of the pan. When the cooking 

completed, remove from heat, and pour the sugar mixture 

into a mixing bowl and add the vanilla and any food coloring. 

Refrigerate this until the sheet cakes have completed baking 

and are completely coll. Remove from refrigerator and shape 

into a ball and let set up for 15 minutes.5 min 

     While the glaze is setting, spoon the filling onto the lower 

layer of your petit four sheet cake and place the upper layer 

over top. Let the filling cool. After the frosting has set, 15 

minutes in your refrigerator, knead frosting into ball, work-

ing it into a soft, spreadable dough-like mixture which you 

will spread as a frosting that you can apply to the surface of 

your sheet cake with a spoon or narrow spatula. When 

you’ve finished frosting, cut the cake into small shapes- any 

designs that strike your fancy-and remove from the baking 

tray with the edges of the waxed paper. Serve 

 

Gary Mitchell’s 

Scrambled Ktarian Eggs 

 
6 eggs 

1/3 cup milk 

¼ teaspoon salt 

1 tablespoon butter or 1 tablespoon margarine 

Dill weed 

Pepper 

Powdered ranch dressing mix 

     In a bowl beat together eggs, milk, dill, salt, and a dash of 

pepper (or substitute the salt and pepper with the powered 

ranch butter or margarine over medium heat; pour in egg 

mixture. Cook, without stirring, till mixture begins to set on 

the bottom and around the edge. Using a large spoon or 

spatula, lift and fold partially cooked eggs so uncooked 

dressing mix.) 

     In a large skillet melt the portion flows underneath. Con-
tinue cooking over medium heat for 2 to 3 minutes or till 
eggs are cooked throughout but are still glossy and moist. 
Remove from heat immediately. Ds and serve immediately. 

Let’s Have a Laugh 

 

Throwing Out the Booze, I Thunk! 

     I had twelve bottles of cheap whisky left from my collection 

and was told by my wife to empty the contents of each bottle 

down the sink or else. 

     So I said I would and proceeded with the unpleasant task. 

     I withdrew the cork from the first bottle and poured the 

contents down the drain with the exception of one glass, 

which I drank. 

     I extracted the cork from the second bottle and did like-

wise, with the exception of one glass, which I drank.  

     I then withdrew the cork from the third bottle and poured 

the whisky down the sink, with the exception of one glass, 

which I drank. 

     I pulled the cork from the fourth sink and poured the bottle 

down the glass which I drank; pulled the bottle from the cork 

of the next and drank one sink out of it and threw tho rest 

down the glass. 

     I pulled the sink out ot the next glass and poured the cork 

from the bottle. 

     Then I corked the sink with the glass, bottled the drank 

and drinked the pour. When I had everyone emptied, I stead-

ied the house with one hand, counted the bottles, corks, and 

glasses, and sinks with the other, which were 29, and as the 

house came by I counted them again and finally had all the 

houses in one bottle which I drank. 

     I was not under tho alcofluence of incohol, as some theo-

ple pink I was. 

     I was not as thunk as you might drink. 

     I felt so feelish, I didn’t know who was me, and the drunk-

er I stood thero the longer I got. 

 
Pondering Life 

 
     Lying around, pondering the problems of the world, I real-

ized that at my age I don’t really give a rat’s arse anymore. If 

walking is good for your health, then the postman would be 

immortal. A whale swims all day, only eats fish, drinks wa-

ter, but is still fat. A rabbit runs and hops and only lives 15 

years, while a tortoise doesn’t run and does mostly nothing, 

yet it lives for 150 years. And they tell us to exercise? I don’t 

think so. 

     Now that I’m older, here’s what I’ve discovered: 

1 I started out with nothing, and I still have most of it. 

2 My wild oats are mostly enjoyed with prunes and all-bran. 

3 I finally got my head together, and now my body is falling 

apart. 

4 Funny, I don’t remember being absent-minded. 

5 Funny, I don’t remember being absent-minded. 

6 If all is not lost, then where the heck is it? 

7 It was a whole lot easier to get older than it was to get wis-

er. 

8 Some days, you’re the top dog, some days you’re the hy-

drant. 



9 I wish the buck really did stop here, I sure could use a few 

of them. 

10 Kids in the back seat cause accidents. 

11 Accidents in the back seat cause kids. 

12 It’s hard to make a comeback when you haven’t been any-

where. 

13 The world only beats a path to your door when you’re in 

the bathroom. 

14 If God wanted me to touch my toes, he’d have put them 

on my knees. 

15 When I’m finally holding all the right cards, everyone 

wants to play chess. 

16 It’s not hard to meet expenses…They everywhere. 

17 The only difference between a rut and a grave is the 

depth. 

18 These days, I spend a lot of time thinking about the here-

after. I go somewhere to get something, and then wonder 

what I’m here after…. 

19 Funny, I don’t remember being absent-minded. 

 
 
 
 

Keeping In Check 

 
     A woman in a supermarket is following a grandfather and 

his badly behaving grandson. He has his hands full with the 

child screaming for sweets, biscuits, all sorts of things. The 

grandpa is saying in a controlled voice: “Easy, William, we 

won’t be long…easy boy.” 

     Another outburst and she hears the grandpa calmy say: 

“It’s okay William. Just a couple more minutes and we’ll be 

out of here. Hang in there, boy.” 

     At the checkout the little horror is throwing items out of 

the cart. Grandpa says again in a controlled voice: “William, 

William, relax buddy, don’t get upset. We’ll be home in five 

minutes, stay cool William.” 

     Very impressed, she goes outside to where the grandfa-

ther is loading his groceries and the boy in the car. She 

says: It’s none of my business, but you were amazing in 

there. I don’t know how you did it. 

     That whole time you kept your composure, and no matter 

how loud and disruptive he got, you just calmly kept saying 

things would be okay. William is very lucky to have you as 

his grandpa.” 

     “Thanks,” says the grandpa. “But I am William. The little 

boy’s name is Kevin.” 

 
Life According To Barbie 

 
     Ralph is driving home one evening, when he suddenly 

realizes that it’s his daughter’s birthday and he hasn’t bought 

her a present. 

     He drives to the mall, runs to the toy store, and says to 

the shop assistant, “How much is that Barbie in the win-

dow?” In a condescending manner, she says, “Which Bar-

bie?” She continues, 

      

We have Barbie Goes to the Gym for $19.95, Barbie Goes to 

the Ball for $19.95, Barbie Goes Shopping for $19.95, Barbie 

Goes to the Beach for $19.95, Barbie Goes Nightclubbing for 

$19.95 and Divorced Barbie for $265.00.” 

     Ralph askes, “Why is the Divorced Barbie $265.00 when 

all the others are only $19.95?” 

     “That’s obvious,” the saleslady says. “Divorced Barbie 

comes with Ken’s house, Ken’s car, Ken’s boat, Ken’s furni-

ture…” 

 
Some Peace and Quite 

 
     An older, tired looking dog wandered into my yard. I could 

tell from his collar and well-fed belly that he had a home and 

was well taken care of. 

     He calmly came over to me, I gave him a few pats on his 

head. He then followed me into my house, slowly walked 

down the hall, curled up in the corner and fell asleep. An hour 

later, he went to the door, and I let him out. 

     The next day he was back, greeted me in my yard, walked 

inside and resumed his spot in the hall and again slept for 

about an hour. This continued off and on for several weeks. 

     Curious I pinned a note to his collar: ‘I would like to find 

out who the owner of this wonderful, sweet dog is and ask if 

you are aware that almost every afternoon your dog comes to 

my house for a nap’…! 

     The next day he arrived for his nap, with a different note 

pinned to his collar…’He lives in a home, with my non-stop 

chatting and nagging wife, he’s trying to catch up on his 

sleep… 

     Can I also come with him tomorrow…??? 

 
Dad Steps In 

 
     At the end of their first date, a young man takes his favor-

ite girl home. Emboldened by the night, he decides to try for 

that important first kiss. 

     With an air of confidence, he leans with his hand against 

the wall and , smiling, he says to her; “Darling, how ‘bout a 

goodnight kiss?” 

     Horrified, she replies, “Are you mad? My parents will see 

us!” 

     “Oh come on! Who’s gonna see us at this hour?” 

     “No, please. Can you imagine if we get caught?” 

     “Oh come on, there’s nobody around, they’re all sleeping!” 

     “No way. It’s just too risky!”     

     “Oh please, please, I like you so much!!” 

     “No, no, and no. I like you too, but I just can’t!” 

     “Oh yes you can. Please?” 

     “NO, no. I just can’t.” 

     “Pleeeeease?” 

     Out of the blue, the porch light goes on, and the girl’s sis-

ter shows up in her pajamas, hair disheveled, In a sleepy 

voice the sister says: “Dad says go ahead and give him a 

kiss. Or I can do it. Or if need be, he’ll come down himself 

and do it. But for crying out loud tell him to take his hand off 

the intercom button!” 



Grandma Knows Best 

 
     A doctor that had been seeing an 80-year-old woman for 

most of her life finally retired. At her next checkup, the new 

doctor told her to bring a list of all the medicines that had 

been prescribed for her. As the doctor was looking through 

these, his eyes grew wide as he realized Grandma had a pre-

scription for birth control pills. “Mrs. Smith, do you realize 

these are birth control pills?” 

     “Yes, they help me sleep at night.” 

     “Mrs. Smith, I assure you there is absolutely nothing in 

these that could possibly help you sleep!” 

     She reached out and patted the young doctor’s knee and 

said, “Yes, dear, I know that. But every morning, I grind one 

up and mix it in the glass of orange juice that my 16-year-old 

granddaughter drinks. And believe me it definitely helps me 

sleep at night.” 

 
2022 Puts In For Retirement 

 
Breaking News 

 

“This is to inform you all that our beloved and well known 

friend ‘Mr. 2022’ is retiring on the 31st of this month. 

 
His 12 wives, 52 children, and 365 grandchildren will be at-

tending the grand send off on Saturday, the 31st of December 

at 23:59 hrs. 

 
However, his family members asked me to inform you all 

that he is retiring with ‘all your problems, sickness, disap-

pointments, frustrations, discouragement, failures, and re-

jections.’ 

 

Yet, his successor. ‘Mr. 2023’ asked me to inform you that, 

he is going to compensate you with long life, good health, 

wealth, love, abundant blessing, peace, joy, righteousness, 

promotion, and prosperity, 

 

God bless everyone” 

 

Answering Another’s Conversation 

 
     I was in a store using the restroom and just as I closed 

my stall door, a voice from the next stall said, “Hi, how are 

you?” Embarrassed I said, “I’m alright.” The voice said, “So 

what are you up to?” I said, “Ummm… Just trying to handle a 

little private business over here.” Then I hear, “Can I come 

over?” 

     Annoyed … I said “Excuse me?!?! Then the voice said, 

“Listen, I will have call you back. There’s an idiot in the next 

stall answering all my questions.” 

Can You Spot The Asteroid?  

 

     An asteroid made a close approach to Earth on December 

15, 2022. The European Space Agency who made the an-

nouncement also issued a challenge to all amateur astrono-

mers to spot the what the ESA is calling the ‘Christmas As-

teroid’. ESA designated the asteroid as 2015 RM35. The 

asteroid made its approach at 3:12 a.m. (0812 am GMT) at a 

distance of 430,000 miles (686,000 kilometers). That dis-

tance is equal to going from Earth to the moon and back. 

     ESA made the challenge to coincide with the release of its 

asteroid spotting and tracking toolkit. This toolkit allows the 

amateur astronomers to spot and observe asteroid 2015 

RN35 and other asteroids and learn more about those aster-

oids 

     The asteroid size itself is about 200 to 460 feet (60 to 140 

meters) roughly the size of the Great Pyramid of Giza. It was 

visible with a 30 centimeters (11.8 inches) telescope from the 

day of its closest approach until the 19th of December. It had a 

visibility magnitude of 14. Which is equal to that of the planet-

oid Pluto. 

     “This asteroid isn’t well known,” ESA wrote in a state-

ment, “We don’t know what it made of or precisely how big it 

is or it’s orbit particularly well. ( Enough to know it won’t 

strike in this century).” 

     With hundreds of thousands of asteroids, the uncertainty 

factor applies. Especially with the mid-size asteroids. These 

mid-size space rocks may not be able to cause the kind of 

devastation that the planet killers are known for (thankfully 

they’re all well documented), but they can cause a great deal of 

damage on a local scale. 

     2015 RN35 is a great deal of interest to professional as-

tronomers. Classified as a Near-Earth object (NEO’s). The 

study of these types of asteroids will help in gaining insight of 

other asteroids like these and those that are also classified as 

Potentially Hazardous Objects (PHO’s). 

     The ESA’s NEO’s toolkit was created by the Near-Earth 

Object Coordination Centre (NEOCC) is based in Rome, 

Italy. The NEO’s toolkit also offers amateur astronomer on 

how the various space agencies investigate asteroids whether 

they be NEO’s or PHO’s. 

     “We use these tools everyday to plan our observations, to 

visualize the asteroid close approach, and to help us to un-

derstand and explain the varied asteroid population in the so-

lar system and the risk we face.” Information System Manag-

er at the NEOCC, Juan-Luis Cano said, “We want them to be 

as useful to the rest of the world as they are to us because 

Planetary Defense is a global effort.” 

 
End of report 

 
Parts of this article from Space.com 



Brightstar’s Notes 

 

     A meeting was held between the commanding officer (Captain 

Debbie Henderson) and the first Officer (LCDR James Webb) on De-

cember 22, 2022, via Messager. 

     The first and most important item that was discussed was the 

weather. It was discussed and decided upon, that due to the inclement 

weather that was due to hit the state of Indiana, that the planned ship’s 

Christmas party ( the first one planned in four years) that was schedule 

to take place on Friday December 23, 2022, that it would be best for 

everyone attending, that the party should be cancelled. Captain Hen-

derson said she would call the attendees and informed them of the de-

cision. 

     The next thing discussed was the donation for the month of De-

cember for the Wheeler Mission of Indianapolis. The amount donated 

came to a total of $30.00 dollars. Which is five dollars more than what 

we expected. Captain Henderson apologized to the first officer for not 

getting his awards sent out to him. She explained it was a combination 

of the weather and the holiday season. She said she would get them 

sent out after the Christmas holiday. 

     The rest of the meeting fell into a general chit-chat session. After 

about twenty minutes the meeting was called to close. 

 
 
End of report. 

Some Silly Stuff 



Until Next Time, 

Have a safe and Happy New Year 

And don’t drink (Like  A Scots-

man) To Much 


