
THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE  USS BRIGHTSTAR                          NCC 1880 

                                         ‘CHANGING TODAY FOR A BRIGHTER                   FUTURE’ 

VOLUME FOUR                    OCTOBER 2022                    ISSUE THREE 
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From the First Officer 

 
     Well here it is the beginning of Octo-
ber. And in a few weeks Halloween will 
be upon us. Then a few days later, we’ll 
have to move our clock’s back an hour. 
Then Thanksgiving, Christmas, and 

then finally New Year eve, and New Year Day. Oh boy, will 
the fun never end. And that’s just the holidays. 
      According to the Farmer’s almanac, this winter (2022 – 
2023) is supposed to be really bad. They’re saying we’ll get  
plenty of snow, rain, mush (their words, not mine) with 
some record breaking cold temperatures. There’re also say-
ing that winter will be arriving earlier then normal. And let tell 
you, I’m not a bring fan of winter. So you can understand 
when I say that I am not looking forward to this winter. 
     Sometimes I wish (I know, be careful of what you wish 
for)  I could be a bear and go into hibernation say around 
November and not wake up until middle of April. Why not, I 
did it four years ago. Well, I did have a little help. The doc-
tors had to put me into a medically induce coma for three 
weeks. When they put under, it was May 7th of 2018. The 
next thing I knew, it was the beginning of June. Oh well, 
when I think about it, there is nothing I can do except suffer 
through it. As I said, I am not looking forward to winter. 
And that is that.  
     Well, enough of that dribble. Let’s move on. 
     I hope you will enjoy this Halloween edition of the Star-
Light newsletter. He have the usual stuff and a few jokes as 
well. 
 

  It time to put this puppy to bed. 

   First Officer. 

Bible Quotes 

 

Darkness 

 

Genesis 1:2 
     Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was 
over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was 
havering over the water. 
Genesis 1:4,5 
     God saw that the light was good, and he separated the 
light from the darkness. God called the light “day”, and the 
darkness he called “night”. And there was evening, and 
there was morning – the first day. 
Genesis 1:18 
     to govern the day and the night, and to separate light 
from darkness. And God saw the that it was good. 
Exodus 10:21 - 22 
     The LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand to-
ward the sky so that darkness spreads over Egypt – dark-
ness that can be felt.” So Moses stretched out his hand 
toward the sky, and total darkness covered all Egypt for 
three days. 
Deuteronomy 5:22 – 23 
     These are the commandments the LORD proclaimed in 
a loud voice to your whole to your whole assembly there on 
the mountain from out of the fire, the cloud and the deep 
darkness; and he added nothing more. Then he wrote 
them on two stone tablets tables and gave them to me. 
When you heard the voice out of the darkness, while the 
mountain was ablaze with fire, all the leaders of your tribes 
and your elders came to me. 
Proverbs 20:20 
     If someone curses their father or mother, their lamp will 
be snuffed out in pitch darkness. 



What if 

 
     Scientist recently poised a question, what if the solar sys-
tem that we know today turned out slightly different. They 
theorized that if the orbit of Jupiter were more ‘eccentric’ or 
flattened, that the change in orbit, could or would have a ma-
jor impact on Earth’s orbit. Make it more habitable than what 
it is now. 
     University of California-Riverside (UCR) scientists simu-
lated the rearrangement, if you will on their computers at the 
UCR. 
     “If Jupiter position remained the same, but the shape of its 
orbit changed, it could actually increase this planet’s habita-
bility,” study leader and UCR, Earth and planetary scientist, 
Pam Vervoort, said. “Many are convinced that Earth is the 
epitome of a habitable planet and that any change in Jupiter’s 
orbit,  being the massive planet it is, could only be bad for 
Earth.” 
     “We show that both assumptions are wrong.” 
      They also discovered that a planet with a circular orbit 
maintain a steady distance from their parent star. Of course, 
planets with a more eccentric or oval-shaped orbits move 
either closer to, or further from their parent star depending 
on the position of their orbit. 
     The scientist also say that if Jupiter orbit became more 
eccentric they found that Earth’s orbit would be effected as 
will . Becoming eccentric also. What this means is Earth 
would be even closer to the sun than what it is now. 
     This means that some of the coldest parts of planet Earth 
would warm-up to more habitable range which falls in be-
tween 32 and 212 degrees Fahrenheit (0 to 100 degrees Cel-
sius). The team of scientist believes this will help astrono-
mer determine which planets outside the solar system, ex-
oplanet are habitable. 
     To determine whether a planet is habitable depends on 
how close it is to the parent star. This also determines how 
much radiation that planet would receive. The search for a 
habitable planets depends on where the orbit of the planet 
falls. If the planet is in the habitable zone, it could mean that 
liquid water could exist on that planet. 
     “The first thing people look for in an exoplanet search is 
the habitable zone, the distance between a star and a planet, 
to see if there’s enough energy for liquid water on the 
planet’s surface,” UCR astrophysicist, Stephen Kane, said. 
“Having water on its surface (is) a very simple first metric, 
and it doesn’t account for the shape of a planet’s orbit or sea-
sonal variations a planet might experience. 
     They, however, admit that other factors could and can 
influence a planet habitability. Such as the tilt of the planet. 
And if this is the case, then the tilt could determine how 
much radiation the planet receives from the sun. Scientists 
who did the research on this also admit that if Jupiter were 
closer than its 461 million miles (742 million kilometers) it 
would cause an extreme tilting on out planet. Which would 
result in less sunlight. This would also mean, that vast areas 
of our planet could experience sub-freezing temperatures. 
     “It’s important to understand the impact that Jupiter has 
had on Earth’s climate now and in the past, and how it might 
change us once again in the future,” Kane concluded. 
 
End of report 

Pin – Pin Recipe Corner 

 

Well, here we are again. This time around 
Pin-Pin managed to only pick out two reci-
pes. She let out a squeal, and took of run-
ning. It me a while to find her. I found her 

hiding in my closet with her bed shaking little a leaf and re-
fusing to come out. I wondering what was going on with her 
and then I look at my calendar and quickly deduced  what the 
problem was. The calendar is set to the month of October. 
You can figure the rest.     

 

‘Catspaw’ Halloween Jellies 

 

 90ml/3 fl oz frozen juice concentrate, thawed 
125 ml water 
50/1.75oz powdered fruit pectin 

½ teaspoon baking soda 
250g/8.8oz sugar 
170ml/5.75 fl oz light corn syrup 

¼ teaspoon citric acid (optional) 
Food coloring (optional) 
Superfine / caster sugar, for coating the jellies 
 

     You will need to a heat proof square baking tin 7x7 inch-
es, baking paper and non-stick spray 
Start by preparing your tin; spray a fine coating of non-stick 
spray on the inside of your tin then coat with a piece of bak-
ing paper. Spray another coating of the non-stick spray on 
the baking paper. 
     You need 2 saucepans; one small-medium and the other 
medium-large. In the small-medium saucepan, add the corn 
syrup and the sugar, stirring to combine. Simmer on medi-
um high heat and prepare your other saucepan. 
     In the medium-large saucepan, add the juice concentrate, 
water, baking soda (it will forth up) and citric acid and food 
coloring if using. Add the pectin in a slow, steady stream, 
stirring or whisking all the time (this will help prevent lumps 
of pectin). Set over medium high heat. 
Both saucepans need to be simmered for about 8 minutes, 
or until the juice-pectin mixture is quite stiff and the sugar-
corn syrup mixture has turned a pale yellow color. 
     When the sugar syrup is pale yellow, carefully pour it into 
the pectin/juice saucepan (it will bubble up). Stir to combine. 
At this stage you can spoon a small amount out and allow it 
to cool, so you can check the flavor and add more citric acid 
if needed. When you have the flavor you want, pour all the 
saucepan’s contents into your prepared baking pan, and 
leave it to cool on a level surface. 
     After a couple of hours, the jelly should be firm and 
springy to the touch. Sprinkle a baking sheet with caster 
sugar and turn the jelly out onto it. Scatter more sugar on the 
top of the jellies. Use a knife or cookie cutter to cut out the 
jellies, tossing each one in more caster sugar and ensuring 
that they are well coated. Allow to air dry for a further 8 
hours. The jellies can be stored in an airtight container at 
room temperature – do not refrigerate 
 

 



Starfleet Command Insignia Chocolates 

 

7oz chocolate of your choice (5.3oz dark chocolate and 1.7oz 
white chocolate) 
Gel colors of your choice (chocolate coloring powder. The 
gel colors can apparently cause your chocolate coloring to 
seize – used minimal amounts) 
Inclusions of your choice, chopped nuts, chili powder etc. 
When using the chili powder use a small amount for the red 
chocolates. 
 
     Ideally, you will use a digital thermometer to check the 
temperature of your chocolate and ensure it is temped. If you 
don’t have digital thermometer, you can still temper the choc-
olate using the method below. 
You need to ensure your bowl and utensils are all completely 
free from water, as any drops of water will cause the choco-
late to seize. 
 
     Cut your chocolate into small piece so it will melt quicker. 

Place about ¼ of your chocolate into a dry microwave safe 
bowl and microwave for 30 seconds. Take the chocolate out, 
give it a stir, then replace for another 30 seconds. Continue 
to stir it every 30 seconds until the chocolate is all melted 
(the reason it is done in 30 second increments is so the 
chocolate doesn’t burn). 
     When all the chocolate in the bowl has melted, check its 
temperature. Tempered chocolate should reach 118 F for 
dark chocolate, 112 F for milk chocolate and 108 F for white 
chocolate. If your chocolate has gone higher than this, that’s 
OK – if it is lower, microwave for another 30 second and 
check the temperature again. 
     If you don’t have a thermometer, the chocolate should be 
tempered when it is fully melted and is warm to the touch. 
Once the chocolate has reached the correct temperature, 
drop in a couple of unmelted pieces and stir until these have 
also melted. This is called “seeding” the chocolate and helps 
ensure a good crystal structure forms. 
     If you are using colors or additional flavorings, stir these 
into the melted chocolate. 
     Spoon the chocolate into the mold (you can also transfer 
your chocolate into a squeeze bottle). I found the insignia 
design nice and sharp, I used a toothpick to fill this section 
first before spooning more chocolate over. 
     Fill to the top of the mold but try not to go over – the choc-
olate should take its own level. If you do go over, use a 
bench scraper to pallet knife to scrape off any excess choco-
late. 
     Once your mold is full, tap it a few times on the benchtop 
( or drop from a small distance) to remove air bubbles. Re-
frigerate for 10 minutes approx. before unmolding. 
     Best way to unmold these chocolates was to start from the 
top of the insignia and work my way around. The bottom 
arms were prone to cracking. So take it slow and easy and 

The Weird, The Strange, and What The ? 

 

Baby Doll: “This is what it looks like when you take your 3-
year-old to the Spirit Halloween store and she absolutely 
insists on buying the creepiest baby doll you’ve ever set eyes 
on,” said Brittany Beard of Groveland, Fla. “But I’m it’s mom-
my and it needs me!” Briar said when her mother objected to 
the purchase. But Brittany is OK with “Chloe” now: the girl 
brings the doll with her when the family visits Disney World, 
and the attention-getting doll gets them “perks,” she says. It 
helps when she dresses Briar in her Haunted Mansion cast 
member dress. “There was a 50 minute wait to get on the 
ride but when they saw Briar, they immediately whisked her 
away into the secret ‘Servants Quarters’,” she said, and gave 
them special attention. “It was so magical!” On the other 
hand, mom says, “I’m pretty sure Creepy Chloe is stealing 

my soul when I sleep.” (RC/WTVT Tampa) ...And selling it 
to Disney.  
The Missing Fingerprints: Andrée Leger-Cormier was a 
teacher and social worker, and had her background checked 
on many occasions for jobs. In 2021, a background check 

revealed that Andrée (or perhaps Andree—the Royal Cana-
dian Mounted Police told her they don’t use accents for this) 
Leger-Cormier was a criminal — but, fingerprints showed, 
not the Andrée Leger-Cormier who lived in Moncton, New 
Brunswick. Then in April 2022, Leger-Cormier, retired and, 
seeking to volunteer at a school, went for another back-
ground check. But this time she found it harder to prove she 
wasn’t that other Leger-Cormier: no prints could be taken 
from her fingers. She reached out to officials, and when they 
failed her, took her fight to the RCMP. Eventually the 
Mounties gave her a letter saying she wasn’t a convict, and 
she now expects to be able to do her volunteering. What 
happened to her fingerprints is still an open question. (AC/
CBC) ...God forbid someone who did something wrong ever 
be able to do something good. 
Thanks, Les: Joy Milne noticed something about her hus-
band, Les. “His smell changed and it seemed difficult to de-
scribe,” she said. “It wasn’t all of a sudden. It was very sub-
tle.” The retired nurse from Perth, Scotland, knew some-
thing was up, but didn’t find out for another 12 years — when 
Les was diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease. They joined a 
support group, and she noticed the same odor on the other 
patients. There has never been a diagnostic test for the dis-
ease, which eventually kills the patient, so the day before Les 
died in 2015, he made her promise to contact Parkinson’s 
researchers about her ability to sniff out the disease. “You 
must do this because it will make a difference,” he said. In-
deed researchers were intrigued. They recruited six volun-
teers with Parkinson’s and six without, and had them wear a 
clean T-shirt for a day. The shirts were then put in numbered 
bags for her to sniff. She said seven of the samples were 
from people with Parkinson’s. “Her accuracy was 11 out of 
12,” said Dr. Tilo Kunath, a Parkinson’s researcher at Edin-
burgh University. “We were quite impressed.” But Milne did-
n’t back down over the seventh. Sure enough, eight months 
later that volunteer was diagnosed with Parkinson’s. Follow-
ing Milne’s nose, the researchers have figured out what 
chemicals she picks up on: hippuric acid, icosane, and octa-
decanal. That enabled them to develop a test for the disease. 
It must be validated over the next two years but if successful, 
it will allow treatments to start much earlier. (RC/

BBC) ...She didn’t just make a difference, it was a big one. 
 



Show Business: For operating without a permit, Curl Up 
and Die, a beauty parlor in St. John’s, N.L., Canada, could 
face fines of thousands of dollars, city officials told Anne 
Pickard-Vaandering in a letter. Pickard-Vaandering evidently 
does not deny that Curl Up and Die lacks a permit to oper-
ate. She does, however, deny that it operates: the sign was 
placed in the window of her home, she says, by a TV crew. 
The beauty parlor exists only in the world of the police pro-

cedural Hudson & Rex on Canada’s CityTV. After her hus-
band reached out to officials and got no reply, Pickard-
Vaandering posted the city’s letter online. This got multiple 
results: officials closed the case. Social-media users in-
formed them that, under previous owners, the house had in 
fact contained beauty parlors. And officials said that the sign 
must comply with heritage rules or be taken down. (AC/

Canadian Press) ...What if the police department from Hud-
son & Rex issues a waiver? 
Confession: A sheriff’s deputy in Cochise County, Ariz., 
said a man flagged him down along a road at 1:00 a.m. “Are 
you OK?” the deputy asked Jay Albert Stevens, 52. Stevens 
said he had killed his stepfather after an argument, and said 
where the body was. Deputies advised Stevens of his right 
to remain silent, but Stevens said he wanted to talk. No one 
liked his stepfather, he said: he was an alcoholic who also 
had “brainwashed” his mother into drunkenness. As for the 
body, “I was gonna bury him, but I’m too lazy to dig a hole 
that big,” he told them. He then considered chaining the body 
to the back of his pickup to “drag him out into the desert,” 
but then thought better of that. The argument started when 
the victim taunted him, Stevens said, so he went and got his 
gun and pointed at the man. His stepfather’s reaction: he told 
him to “[F--k] off.” Stevens says he shot him in the chest 
with a .40 caliber pistol. When he didn’t fall dead he shot him 
again, and then punched him in the face several times. Ste-
vens was booked into jail on suspicion of first-degree mur-
der. So what was the argument about? Stevens was angry 
because the victim accused him of not understanding the Bi-
ble. (RC/Sierra Vista Herald/Review) ...Thou shalt not 
taunt. 
Who Gives a Hoot: A soccer club for children under 10 in 
Nottinghamshire, England, got a restaurant to sponsor it, 
and the kids got new uniforms. Then the Burton Joyce Foot-
ball club was told to ditch its new sponsor, even though an 
announcement, complete with a picture of the players in 
Hooters jerseys standing next to Hooters girls, had already 
been posted to Facebook by the sponsor, Hooters of Not-
tingham. In a statement, the Nottinghamshire FA said it had-
n’t been asked to approve the sponsorship in advance, and 
would have refused to: there are rules against uniforms that 
promote things “considered by The Association as detri-
mental to the welfare, health or general interest of young per-
sons.” One mother commented, “I hope all those objecting 
put their hand in their pocket and sponsor a local sports 

team.” (AC/BBC) ...We know they have rolls of cash in their 
pockets, because they’re certainly not happy to see the Hoot-
ers girls. 
The Late Mr. Melhado: “I was honestly just trying to make it 
to class,” said Joseph D’Andre Melhado, 20. The explana-
tion was caught on video after Melhado was pulled over by 
Florida Highway Patrol Trooper D.M. Morgan for allegedly 
driving 116 mph in a 70 mph zone. It was the first day of the 
Fall semester at the University of Florida, where Melhado 
studies physics. Morgan cited Melhado, and the traffic stop 
delayed him by about 15 minutes. He still wasn’t 
late ...because the class had been canceled. (MS/WUFT 

Gainesville) ...He still got an education, though. 

Busman’s Holiday: Bill Adams was on a road trip from Ver-
mont to Lawrenceburg, Tenn., which is 80 miles south of 
Nashville, when he spotted a bus broken down on the side of 
the road in Ohio. “It had Canada plates on it, and I knew they 
were in trouble,” he said. The Canucks “had been broken 
down for about an hour and a half and no air conditioning,” 
he said. It was hot. Adams happens to own a charter bus 
business, and he had gone to Vermont with a driver to bring 
home a new bus. He picked up the stranded travelers — and 
learned they were headed to Nashville to see a show at the 
Grand Ole Opry. “The motorcoach industry, it’s almost like a 
brotherhood of being helpful, doing the right thing,” he said, 
and he got them there on time. “We were just put in that situ-
ation and given that privilege to help.” (RC/WTVF Nash-

ville) ...Which is something most people don’t understand 
about truly participating in the Volunteer State concept. 

Let’s Have A Laugh 

 

     I recently came across a couple of things I found on my 
Facebook page, and I thought it would be a good ideal to 
share them with you in this month of the StarLight newslet-
ter. I felt and I hoped that after all was said and done, that it 
would lift everyone’s spirits before we head into what may be 
a very cold and a very long winter. I mean after all, everybody 
needs to have a good laugh every once in a while. 

 

Husband And Wife Go Shopping? 

 

    After I retired, my wife insisted that I accompany her on 
her trips to the local grocery store. Unfortunately, like most 
men; I found shopping boring and preferred to get in and get 
out. Equally unfortunate, my wife is like most women – she 
loves to browse. Yesterday my dear wife received the follow-
ing letter, from the local store manager: 

Dear Mrs. Harris: 
     Over the past six months, your husband has caused quite 
a commotion, in our store. 
We cannot tolerate this behavior and have been forced to ban 
both of you from the store. Our complaints against your hus-
band, Mr. Harris, are listed below and are documented by 
our video surveillance cameras: 
 

   1.  June 15: He took 24 boxes of condoms and ran-
domly put them in other people’s carts when they 
weren’t looking. 

   2. July 2: Set all the alarm clocks in Housewares to go 
off at 5-minute intervals. 

   3. July 7: He made a trail of tomato juice on the floor 
leading to the women’s restroom. 

   4. July 19: Walked up to an employee and told her in an 
official voice, ‘Code 3 in Housewares. Get on it right 
away.’ This caused the employee to leave her as-
signed station and received a reprimand from her 
supervisor that in turn resulted with a union griev-
ance, causing management to lose time and costing 
the company money. We don’t have a Cade 3. 

   5. August 4: Went to the Service Desk and tried to put 
a bag of M&Ms on layaway. 

  6. August 14: Moved a “CAUTION – WET FLOOR’ 
sign to carpeted area. 

 



  7.  August 15: Set up a tent in the camping department 
and told the children shoppers he’d invite them in if 
they would bring pillows and blankets from the bed-
ding department to which twenty children obliged. 

 8.   August 23: When a clerk asked if they could help 
him he began crying and screamed, “Why can’t you 
people just leave me alone?” EMTs were called. 

 9.   September 4: Looked right into the security camera 
and used it as a mirror while he picked his nose. 

       September 10: While handling guns in the hunting 
department, he asked the clerk where the antide-
pressants were. 

10.  October 3: Darted around the store suspiciously 
while, loudly humming the ‘Mission Impossible’ 
theme. 

11.   October 6: In the auto department, he practiced his, 
‘Madonna Look’ using different sizes of funnels. 

12.  October 18: Hid in a clothing rack and when people 
browsed through, yelled ‘PICK ME! PICK ME!’ 

13.  October 22: When an announcement came over the 
loud speaker, he assumed a fetal position and 
screamed; ‘OH NO! IT’S THOSE VOICES 
AGAIN!’ 

14.  Took a box of condoms to the checkout clerk and 
asked where is the fitting room? 

15.  October 23: Went into a fitting room, shut the door, 
waited awhile; then yelled very loudly, ‘Hey! There’s 
no toilet paper in here.’ One of the clerks passed 
out. 

 

Read The Signs 

            A lady about 8 months pregnant got on a bus. She 
noticed the man opposite her was smiling at her. She 
immediately moved to another seat. This time the smile 
turned into a grin, so she moved again. He seemed 
more amused. When on the fourth move, the man burst 
out laughing, she complained to the driver, and he had 
the man arrested. 

            The case came up in court. The Judge asked the man 
(about 20 years old) what he had to say for himself. The 
man replied… “Well your Honor, it was like this: When 
the lady got on the bus, I couldn’t help but notice her 
condition. She sat under a sweets sign that said, “The 
Double Mint Twins are Coming” and I grinned. Then 
she moved and sat under a sign that said, “Logan’s Lini-
ment will reduce the swelling,” and I had to smile.  

           Then she placed herself under a deodorant sign that 
said, “William’s Big Stick Did the Trick,” and I could 
hardly contain myself. BUT, your Honor, when she 
moved for the fourth time and sat under the sign that 
said “Goodyear Rubber could have prevented this Acci-
dent”…. I just lost it……..”CASE DISMISSED!!” 

 

Brightstar Notes 

 

     A brief meeting was held on the 7th of September. A small 
discussion took place on what everyone did over the Labor 
Day holiday weekend. Captain Henderson was informed that 
the ship website had been update with the latest two ships 
newsletter. What followed was a general chit-chat session that 
lasted until 10 p.m. 
     Second meeting was held on 22nd of September 2022. 
Discussion was held on who would be attending Starbase 
Indy. Also discussed was this month (September) donation 
for the Wheeler Mission of Indianapolis. A total of $25.00 
dollars was raised. The first officer gave his report on the 
weekly get-together hosted by the USS INDIANAPOLIS. 
The captain asked the first officer to continue with his repre-
senting the BRIGHTSTAR at these meetings. 
 
End of report.  

Is Artemis 1 going to Fly? 

 

     The mega rocket Artemis 1 will find out after a fueling test 
on September 21, how soon it will fly to the moon. NASA is 
also trying a new, and slower way of fueling the 32 – story 
booster called the Space Launch System loaded onto Pad 389
-A at Kennedy Space Center. Artemis ! is slated for a Sep-
tember 27 launch to the moon. This is after two launch abort 
over the last few weeks. 
     “We’re not just setting ourselves up for the launch on Sep-
tember 27, we’re setting ourselves up for the future of this 
vehicle,” Tom Whitmeyer, NASA’s deputy associate adminis-
trator for Common Exploration Systems Development, told 
reporters in a teleconference on Monday (September 19, 
2022) “So that’s why we’re taking the time and the effort to 
make sure we understand the vehicle.” 
     The Artemis 1 fueling test comes after two failed attempts 
to launch. The first attempt was made on August 29th. The 
second attempt was made on September 3rd. The first 
(August 29) launch abort was due to a faulty sensor that indi-
cated an engine temperature issue (talk about your check en-
gine light). The second abort (September 3) was due to a 
large hydrogen fuel leak. The engineers had to replace an 8 – 
inch (20 - centimeters) hydrogen line and a smaller 4 – inch 
(10 – centimeters) line. 
     The 8-inch line that was replaced, was of concern for 
NASA . Not because of the large leak, but what they discov-
ered as they was replacing the soft seals. When the engineers 
were replacing the soft seals, the notice a tiny indentation on 
the larger line’s seal. They think this indentation that may or 
may not have been caused by some type of debris (no debris 
was found in or around the launch pad). The divot was meas-
ured under 0.01 inches long (0.002 cm) NASA said. 
     “Now, that doesn’t sound like a lot but we’re dealing with 
hydrogen, the smallest particle on the atomic chart,” Mike 
Sarafin, NASA’s Artemis 1 mission manager, said in a tele-
conference. “It does provide an opportunity for a pressurized 
gas to leak through that.” 
     NASA engineers will try what they calling a “kinder and 
gentler” way to load the liquid hydrogen. The process will fuel 
the rocket about 30 minutes slower. This will ease the stress 
on the pressurized fuel lines and seals (The regular process 
takes up to four hours to fuel the rocket).  



“Ultimately we’ve mitigated everything that we can think of, 
and we can think of, and we will know in 36 hours or 48 
hours or so, how effective those mitigations work.” John 
Blevins, a NASA’s STS chief engineer of the Marshall 
Space Flight Center in Huntsville, Alabama, he told report-
ers. 
     NASA has automated all but five manual fuel commands 
for the fueling. They also added training for the launch team. 
NASA did this to avoid the accidental over pressurizing of 
the fuel lines. This is what they think might have happen at 
the September 3 aborted launch. 
     NASA is planning a fueling test on Wednesday. Engi-
neers will fill the rocket’s core and upper stages with 
736,000 gallons (3.3 million liters) of super-chilled liquid 
hydrogen and liquid oxygen that is needed for the launch. 
     Though this is not a full dress rehearsal for launch (The 
Artemis 1 Orion space capsule and the twin solid rocket 
boosters will be unpowered) this is designed to verify the 
fuel leak fixes and the new fueling process works NASA 
said. 
     NASA said that if the fueling test is successful, it’s not 
clear whether or not NASA will be able to launch Artemis 1. 
What may hold up the launch is the U.S. Space Force. 
NASA  is seeking a waiver for their STS rocket’s flight 
termination system. This system has batteries that has to be 
checked every 25 days to make sure they’re in working or-
der. NASA said that system is designed to blow up the 
STS rocket to protect the public should the rocket veers off 
course. The U.S. Space Force is required to make sure the 
device works properly. 
     U.S. Space Force oversees the Eastern Range for rocket 
launches off the Florida coast. The 25-day period for Arte-
mis 1 ended on September 6. If this is the case and if NASA 
has to recheck the system, NASA would have roll the 322-
foot-tall (98 meters) rocket of the launch off the launch pad 
and move it into the Vehicle Assembly Building hanger. For 
this is the only building large enough to disassemble the 
rocket so they can check to STS batteries. 
     “Right now, we’re still in the process of having technical 
discussions with the range,” Whitmeyer said. “It’s been very 
productive and collaborative.”  
     NASA  has yet to receive any decision on if it will be 
granted the waiver and they don’t expect to be notified before 
the September 21 fueling test. But still, NASA is hopeful 
that if the fuel test goes well and if NASA does receive the 
waiver from the Space Force, Artemis 1 will launch on Sep-
tember 27th at 11:37 a.m. EDT (1537 GMT). NASA will only 
have a 70-minute window to launch. 
     If it does not go well for Artemis, they have a back-up 
launch date on October 2, and once again, NASA would 
have to secure another waiver from the U.S. Space Force. 
And it would also depend on the health of the Artemis 1 
launch system. Sarafin said. 
 
End Of Report. 
 
This just in: 
 
     Due to hurricane Ian bearing down on the Florida penin-
sula, NASA has decided to postpone the September 27 
launch and pull in the launch pad with Artemis 1 into the vehi-
cle assembly building to ride out the hurricane. NASA 
hopes to try for a launch either on the 3rd of October or the 7th 
of October. If not the next available launch date would be 
sometime in November of 2022. 

The Funny Column 



Have a Safe and Ghoulish Halloween 

See You All Next Issue 


