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Expanding the 

Frontiers 



From the  

First Officer 

 

     Hi and welcome to 
another installment of 
the StarLight. The offi-
cial newsletter of the 
U.S.S. Brightstar. It’s 

the only place where you’ll find all the nuts hang-
ing out in the same tree,  hiding from the guys 
with the white lab coats and butterfly nets.  

     Well I hope you enjoyed yourselves over the 
Fourth of July weekend. And I also hope that 
you didn’t get too bored since the cancellation of 
this year’s InConJuction convention (Which by 
the way has always been held over the Fourth of 
July weekend) due to pandemic of the Corvid-19 
virus. 

     A lot of changes have taken place since our 
last newsletter. Some good, some not so good. 
The good stuff you may know already. And the 
not so good stuff…, well, don’t get me started. It 
is bad enough that I have received (and you 
should have too, by this point) an email about 
this year StarBase Indy. Oh, what the hell, might 
well get it out of my system before I move on. So 
here we go. As you already know that this year’s 
InConJuction convention has been canceled until 
next year the 2nd, 3rd, and the fourth of July 2021. 
So now the group that runs Starbase Indy has 
also followed suit as well. With the current envi-
ronment the way it is, they said that, “with the in-
formation they have, which changes from day to 
day, they could not guarantee the safety for the 
people who either way help run the convention or 
the attendees themselves.” So, they decided that 
it would best to go ahead and cancel this year 
Starbase Indy convention, “that it would be better 
to err on the side of caution.” I have included a 
copy of the email that I received. This will be the 
second time that I know of, that Starbase Indy 
had been cancelled. I know the last time the was 
a last minute one day convention thrown togeth-
er. But that one does not count, Of course, Star-
fleet Command has said nothing about if or how 
they would hold the fleet meetings. Your guess 
is as good as mine. If you find out anything be-
fore I do, don’t keep it to yourself let me know. 
Now that we have gotten that out of our system, 
let’s move on. 

     Coming in this issue, a report on how two                                                 

representatives are trying to get the United 
States Space Force to consider the Grissom 
Air Force reserve base, as the new headquar-
ters for the newest wing of the U.S. armed 
forces. And new entry of ‘The Strange, The 

Weird and What the $%@&!.’  Also, the next 
chapter in the saga of the Brightstar “Moving 
On.” A brand-new word-search, Hobbit style 
of course. And a few odds and ends as well.  

     I think that’s about it for right now. If there is 
anything else, I’ll just find a spot for it. 

 

                                                                                                          
Time to put this puppy to bed.                                                                          
Corvid-19 be damned.                                                                               
See you next issue 

                                   The First Officer 

Important announcement 

 to our SBI family regarding  

Starbase Indy 2020 

 

To All of Our Geek Thanksgiving Family: 

 

2020 has been a momentous and difficult year 
for America and the world at large. We hope 
that everyone who has attended Starbase Indy-
past, present or future-is safe and well as we 
move into summer. 

 

As you may have guessed, Starbase Indy’s 
board of directors has come to the sad conclu-
sion that we must cancel the 2020 convention. 
While the details surrounding Corvid-19 are 
changing rapidly, no one can guess where we 
might be by November. The process of plan-
ning and running a convention is a long one and 
for this reason we feel now is the appropriate 
time to err on the side of caution for the health 



of our attendees, guests, entertainers, vendors, 
artisans, volunteers and staff. Creating this event 
is a great responsibility and we are very aware of 
our need to protect people as well as preserve 
the financial future of the convention. 

 

We had already begun planning for a great show 
this year. We anxiously await 2021 when we can 
share these plans with you! We miss our friends 
and we lament that they will miss seeing each 
other over Thanksgiving weekend. We urge all 
of you to use our Facebook group to connect 
with one another and share your lives and love 
for Star Trek until we can meet again in 2021. 

 

For those of you who have already purchased 
badges, we will be contacting you shortly to ar-
range how you would like to handle your pur-
chase. We will be offering three options: 

 

( 1 )  Roll over your purchase to 2021, 

( 2 ) Receive a full refund, or 

( 3 ) Donate the purchase price of your badge to 
Starbase Indy to help cover overhead costs 
through this year. 

 

If you have questions, please reach out to  

president@starbaseindy.org . 

We cannot wait to see you again in 2021!  

In the meantime, Live Long and Prosper. 

Looking for a New Home 

 

Bunker Hill and Peru, Indiana 

 

     A letter was written to the Secretary of the 
Air Force Barbara Barrett on June 2, 2020. It 
was written by two United States representa-
tives Jim Banks and Jackie Walorski from our 
great state of Indiana. 

     This letter itself, was not just an ordinary 
letter. It was written to point out the advantages 
of Grissom Air Force reserve base has as a 
possible new headquarter for the newest 
branch in the U.S. military, the 11th military uni-
fied combatant command. The mission state- 

ment for this command is, “Deter conflict, and if 
necessary, defeat aggression.” 

     This newest command is the United States 
Space Command. Space Command was estab-
lished by President Donald Trump in 2019, it is 
right now temporally housed at Peterson Air 
Force Base in Colorado. The final decision as to 
where Space Command’s new headquarter will 
be, isn’t expected until early 2021. If Indiana is 
chosen, (and that is a mighty big if) the D.O.D. 
expects Space Command’s new headquarters to 
be fully operational within six months and it 
would bring about 1,400 jobs to the area and the 
state. 

     The letter also pointed out some of the other 
features that Grissom has. Like promising re-
sources for space assets and personnel, lots of 
room for housing and office expansions. A 
12,500-foot runway, the largest in the state of In-
diana. The runway itself was at one time desig-
nated as an alternate landing location for space 
missions. The representatives also pointed out 
the low cost of living in Indiana. Access to 
STEM universities, “will prove to be a worth-
while investment for the U.S. Air Force,” one of 
the representatives stated. 

     Governor Eric Holcomb values the partner-
ship between the defense industry and educa-
tional institution and the D.O.D.. Holcomb has 
publically stated that he is committed to tripling 
the state federal  defense investment. “As de-
fense investments continues to grow, a U.S. 
Space Command at Grissom Air Force Base 
will benefit from an increasingly vibrant national 
security ecosystem.” Walorski and Banks wrote 
to Barrett. 

     Secretary Barrett told lawmakers that the Air 
Force was reopening the process to select a 
more permanent site for the new headquarters. 
To give the various states a fresh opportunity to 
state their case why they should be chosen. “We 
are going to re-open the process and put forward 
the criteria in detail and invite all who think they 
have a shot at it, to come and represent their 
communities for that possible basing,” Barrett 
told the House Armed Service Committee dur-
ing a March hearing. 

     Other elected officials from other states like 
Colorado, Florida, Alabama, and others are also 
wanting the Space Command in their state as 
well. Banks applauded the Air Force for, 
“expanding their search beyond the traditional  
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space hubs like Colorado, California, and Flori-
da.” Banks also said, “Indiana has an estab-
lished defense innovation base, superior educa-
tional institutions and a low cost of living; 
primed for growth and I’m glad it isn’t being 
overlooked,” he said. 

     Indiana State Senator Stacey Donato who’s 
district includes Grissom Air base, thanked 
Banks and Walorski for their, “hard work con-
tinuing to make Indiana a placeholder in the fu-
ture of our military.” In a Facebook post she 
said, “I pray this is the chosen spot for the 
Space Command.” 

STAR TREK: BRIGHTSTAR 

“Moving On” 

11 

 

Captain’s Log 

Stardate: Subjective 

Captain Deora recording 

 

     “S’tol warned us to be on our guard when it 
came to the Vulcan Extremists. We thought or 
at the very least I thought we were. I was 
wrong. Two of the extremists managed to 
pass themselves off as the caretakers J’dar 
and his assistant Saffet. They slipped away 
with whatever answer they were looking for 
while we were watching a message from S’tol 
for a clue to our next destination. We had no 
way of knowing they were not who they say 
they were. As it is, I, Belek and the rest are 
now trap inside the conference room. As we 
searched for the two of them, we came across 
the closet that contain the real caretakers J’dar 
and Saffet. J’dar had been gravely injured and 
did not survive his injuries. According to 
CMO D’lan, the same thing could happen to 
Saffet if we do not get him to a medical facility 
very soon. The doctor is standing by with a 
hypo that will bring the Vulcan around for 
about five to ten minutes for questioning. We 
need to know what the hell happened here. 
CSO Josh and CEO Kenny are trying to deac-
tivate the security shield covering the only door 
that leads in or out of this conference room.” 

     “So how goes the battle Tess?” Deora 
asked her chief operations officer. 

     Tess stood there for a moment staring at Cap-
tain Deora. Then a quizzical look appeared on her 
face. She knew the answer she was about to give 
to the captain would make little sense or at the 
very least, hard for her to digest. 

     “I think it would be better if Josh and Kenny an-
swer that question, sir.” She answered her com-
manding officer.  

     “If you insist Ensign.” Deora said as she tried 
to reassure the ensign. 

     “Well sir, with respect sir, I do insist, consider-
ing it was my idea in the  first place.” Tess stated 
sheepishly.  

     “Your idea, Tess?” Deora asked. 

     “Yes sir, my idea, sir. Josh can explain it better 
than I can. In fact, I think he should explain it to 
you. Considering it was the only way I could settle 
the damned thing in the first place.” Tess said with 
a little bit of embarrassing tone present in her 
voice. 

     The captain detected this and was wondering 
why she would be so embarrassed of her own 
idea. Deora realized the only way she was going to 
figure this out, was to talk to Ensign Josh. So, 
Captain Deora called over her chief of security. 

     “Josh, could I talk to you for a moment?” She 
asked. 

     Josh looked up from his work to see that it was 
the captain who was asking for him. Both he and 
the Chief Engineer Kenny stopped their work on 
the door mechanism and took a look at each oth-
er’s tri-corders. They look like, to the captain at 
least, they were comparing notes. Both looked 
like they reached the same conclusion. Ensign 
Josh said something to Kenny and then held up 
his right hand with all five fingers showing and 
pointed to the captain. Kenny looked at Josh and 
then the captain. Kenny said something to Josh 
and then went back to working on the door. Josh 
closed his tri-corder and walked over to the cap-
tain. By the time Josh reached the captain, Tess 
had withdrawn from  Deora and went over to help 
Kenny get the door open. 

     “What’s with Tess?” Deora asked. 

     At first, Josh did not understand what his Cap-
tain was talking about. Then a silly looking smile 
came across his face. 

     “Oh, that. She went into one of her “mom 
modes” on me  and Chief Kenny.  



With justification sir.” Josh started out. 

     “Oh, please go on.” She said with amused 
curiosity in her voice. 

     “Well, it was due to the fact that neither one of 
us could not come up with a viable solution to 
getting out of here. Nothing we tried worked. 
So, we started arguing with each other. And 
you know how she gets when that happens. 
Well, to make a long story short, she settles the 
argument when she “politely” says, “If you can’t 
fix it, solve it, or get around it, then make it go 
faster.”” Josh recounted with a chuckle. 

     The captain herself started laughing. 

     “And that is why she is acting all embar-
rassed, about. Cause she lost her temper with 
you two again?” Deora asked with a chuckle in 
her voice. 

     “Yes sir. The thing of it is sir, she was closer 
to the solution, than neither of us could have 
been. I mean she hit the nail on the head, so to 
speak.” Josh said excitedly. 

     “What do you mean Ensign?” She asked the 
Ensign. 

     “When Kenny and I re-examined the mecha-
nism, it turns out the door is on a time-delay. A 
very sophisticated time-delay, but a time-delay 
none the less.” Josh explained.  

     “Why? To hold us here, kill us or to delay us 
from getting out of here.” Deora posed the 
question. 

     “ The impression I’m getting sir is the latter. 
If they wanted too, I mean really wanted to, they 
could have just as easily locked us in here and 
turned off the air.” Josh stated matter of fact. 

     “You may be right Josh. So how soon do you 
two think you can get us out of here?” Deora 
queried. 

     “We’re trying something now with help of our 
tri-corders. We should know something in the 
next five to fifteen minutes.” Josh answered. 

     When Josh said that, Captain Deora was not 
too happy, and said so. 

     “Damn!!! Those two  could be anywhere by 
the time we get out of here.”  

     “I’m sorry sir. That’s the best we can do at 
the moment.” Josh said. 

     “I know Josh, I know. Continue with what 
you are doing. Let me know when you have 
something. Right now, I need to talk to D’lan” 
The Captain stated. 

     “Aye sir.” Was all Josh could say and went 
back to work with the chief engineer. 

     Captain Deora turned her attention back to 
talking to Doctor D’lan. She found the doctor 
going over Saffet with her medical tri-corder and 
checking the readouts that the device displayed. 

     “Doctor how is your patient.” Captain Deora 
asked the CMO. 

     “To be honest with you Captain, we’re not 
going to get any information out of Saffet until 
we get him to the nearest medical facility. And 
even then, there’re no guaranties.” D’lan stated 
without showing any emotions. 

     “Meaning you can’t bring him around for 
questioning.?” Deora asked. 

     “Not without killing him. Which is what will 
happen if I even try at this point sir.” She added. 

     “Why doctor? What is keeping you from try-
ing anything?” The captain asked. 

     “Captain, I’ll try to explain this as well as I 
can, considering that the Vulcan word for this is 
unpronounceable by Humans. About the best 
way I can describe it he is….” 

     The captain interrupted D’lan before she 
could finish. 

     “What do you mean “he is” doctor, Saffet is 
doing nothing. He is unconscious at the mo-
ment.” She stated. 

     “Captain I will disagree with you. And if you 
would let me finish I can explain.” D’lan scolded 
the captain, and she was the only person 
onboard the Brightstar who could. 

     “My apologies doctor. Please continue.” Cap-
tain Deora said apologetically. 

     “Thank you Captain, I will. As I was explain-
ing, he is quite conscious and quite aware of 
what is going on around him. He is even aware 
of us standing here talking about him.” 

     “I’m not sure what you’re saying doctor. Are 
you saying he is awake but not awake?” Deora 
asked trying to understand the doctor. 

     “A crude way of putting it, but essentially cor- 



rect. You see sir, it is a form of self-hypnosis. 
He is taking all his energy, his willpower, into 
healing those part or parts of his body that had 
been hurt or damaged. He cannot and will not 
take one moment away from that. And if I were 
to try and interfere with that it could kill him. If 
we do not interfere and I do not plan too, he will 
reach a point where he will need to fight his way 
back to consciousness.” D’lan explained. 

     Captain Deora did not quite understand but 
she was trying to. As D’lan notice when the 
Captain ask the next two questions. 

     “Ok then, one, what do you mean fight his 
way back to consciousness, and two when or 
how will you know when he is trying to fight his 
way back to consciousness?”  

     “To answer your first question, it is as I said 
earlier, Saffet has taken everything he has and 
put it towards helping his body heal the dam-
aged organ and the body itself. To answer your 
second question, when a Vulcan has done this, 
he or she is mentally weak to make it back on 
their own. As to when this will happens de-
pends on that particular Vulcan. How we know 
when this has happen, is when his vital reading 
has changed. From that point there is someone 
constantly with the Vulcan with instructions to 
do anything that Vulcan tells them to do. And 
before you ask sir, yes Saffet has reached that 
point. So, someone will be with him monitoring 
his vitals from here on out. I am telling you this, 
so you will understand this part of the process. 
When Saffet starts to come to, he will tell that 
person to take specific actions. They are to fol-
low those instructions without question.” The 
CMO finished. 

     The captain was just about to ask another 
question when Chief Security Officer Josh 
called out to the captain. 

     “Captain, we may have some magic happen-
ing over here sir,” 

     “All right doctor, you do what you think is 
best. I thought I would be able to ask you a cou-
ple more questions, but it seems I do not have 
the time at the moment. 

     Doctor D’lan nodded her head in acknowl-
edgment. She pulled out her medical tri-corder 
and opened it as she knelt down and scanned 
Saffet as Captain Deora walked over to where 
Josh and Kenny were standing, who was now 
joined by Belek as well.  

When she arrived, she just simply said one 
word, 

     “Report.” 

The Strange, The Weird, and 

What the @$#%& 

 

Are We That Board? 

 

     A Facebook group called “A group where 
we all pretend to be ants in an ant colony” be-
gan in March with around 100,000 members, 
reported NBC. Then the world locked down, 
and membership soared to more than 1.7 mil-
lion. Started by Tyrese Childs, 20, of Fargo 
North Dakota, the group’s purpose is to serve 
their fictional queen and search out food for 
her, and it is one of roughly 70 role-playing 
groups on Facebook. Members of the ant col-
ony can post photos about being ants and oth-
ers join in by commenting with terms such as 
“MUNCH” and “LIFT.” “I think people are 
searching for something to do right now,” 
Childs said, “You can only scroll so much on 
social media.” 

 

TOP 10 HOT DOG CITIES 

 

     According to data from the National Hot 
Dog & Sausage Council, these are the top 10 
cities in the U.S. for hot dog consumption, per 
2019. 

1.  Los Angeles 

2. New York 

3. Philadelphia 

4. Boston 

5 . Chicago 

6. Phoenix 

7. Dallas 

8. Atlanta 

9. Washington, D.C. 

10. Detroit  

 



HONESTLY, I DIDN’T KNOW THEY 
WERE SEE-THROUGH 

 

     A nurse in the western Russian city of Tula 
has been disciplined for “noncompliance with the 
requirements for medical clothing” after photos 
appeared on social media of her wearing only a 
bra and panties under transparent PPE on a 
COVID-19 men-only ward. The unnamed nurse 
told her superiors at the Tula Regional Clinical 
Hospital that wearing clothing under the PPE 
was “too hot” and that she didn’t realize the pro-
tective gear was see-through. The Scottish Sun 
reported on May 20 that patients didn’t seem to 
mind, though one admitted there was “some em-
barrassment.” 

 

I WANT TO GO TO DISNEY WORLD 
TO BE QUARANTINE 

 

     Discovery Island at Disney World in Orlando 
has been closed to the public since 1999, and, of 
course, the park itself has been closed since mid
-March because of coronavirus concerns. Once 
called Treasure Island, the 11-acre property sits 
in the park’s Bay Lake and was a pure “tropical 
paradise” for an unnamed interloper from Ala-
bama, who was found camping on the island on 
April 30 by park security. The 42-year-old man 
told deputies he was planning to stay about a 
week and was unaware he was doing anything 
wrong, despite numerous “no trespassing” signs 
and calls from authorities over loudspeakers. 
Nevertheless, he was charged with trespassing 
and was banned from all Disney properties. 

 

TOP COFFEE GUNZL….., I’M SORRY 
DRINKING COUNTRIES 

 

     According to stats from the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, these are the top coffee consum-
ing countries in the world, per capita: 

 

1. Switzerland – 23.1 lbs. 

2. Norway – 19.1 lbs. 

3. Sweden – 18 lbs. 

4. Canada – 16.9 lbs. 

5. Serbia – 15.2 lbs. 

6. Brazil – 15.9 lbs. 

7. New Zealand – 11.6 lbs. 

8. United States – 10.8 lbs. 

9. Australia – 10.3 lbs. 

10. Costa Rica – 10.1 lbs. 

 

WATCH WHERE YOU ARE STEPPING  

(LIKE IT IS GOING TO MATTER) 

 

     Officials in Lund, Sweden, were concerned 
about people spreading the coronavirus in the 
town’s central park as they gathered for Wal-
purgis Night on April 30, a traditional celebra-
tion welcoming longer, warmer days that in-
cludes picnics and bonfires. So to discourage 
revelers, the town spread chicken manure all 
over the park. “This is a park where usually 
30,000 people gather, but with COVID-19, 
this is now unthinkable,” Mayor Philip Sand-
berg told Reuters. “We don’t want Lund to be-
come an epicenter for the spread of the dis-
ease. Even a small number of people still go-
ing to the park can become a big risk.” 

Out With the Old in With the New 

 

     We at the Brightstar and StarLight newslet-
ter, recently had a personal change. Snoop 
who was in charge of our version of TenFor-
word lounge or Snoop’s peek-a-boo lounge, 
has retired. She passed the reins over to Pen-
ny or as she likes to be called, Penn-Penn. So, 
TenForword lounge will now be called, Penn-
Penn’s Pagoda. And the column name has 
change as well. It will be called Penn-Penn’s 
Recipes. Now without further ado, here is: 

 

Penn Penn’s Recipes 

 

     She found these next two recipes online at 
a website called ‘Kitchen Overlord’. 

She tells me that she could not believe some of 
the stuff that she has found. And some of the  



the recipes actually sound surprisingly good. 
So, here we go. 

 

Roasted  

Tribbles Recipe 

 

     An angry group 
of Klingons is 
about to beam over 
to your ship. The 
good news is all 
Starfleet’s trans-
porters come 
equipped with trib-
bles waiting to be 
rematerialized for 
your protection. 
The bad news is 
once the Klingons 

flee their fuzzy adorableness; your ship is still 
full of tribbles. 

 

Things you will need: 

1. 1 pound of ground tribble meat (you can 
substitute ground chicken). 

2. 1 tbsp olive oil 

3. 1 egg, unmolested 

4. 1/3 cup Italian seasoned breadcrumbs 

5. 1 tsp onion powder 

6. 1 tsp garlic powder 

7. 1 tsp kosher salt 

8. 1 tsp fresh ground pepper 

9. 2 eggs, lightly beaten 

10. ½ cup whole wheat flour 

11. ½ cup unsweetened coconut flakes 

12. ½ cup crushed cornflakes 

 

Let’s have some fun 

1.   Mix 1 pound of tribble meat (or ground 
chicken) with olive oil, breadcrumbs one 
egg, and all your seasonings. Newborn 
tribbles are extra tender and cuddly, so 
shape the mix into golf ball sized balls. 

2.  Crack your remaining eggs into a large 
bowl and beat them like they just played the 
fifth ace in a game of Andorain poker. 

3.  Mix your flour, coconut flakes, and crushed 
cornflakes in a bag. Rough them up the 
same way you would a Klingon who insult-
ed your ship. Pour the result onto a plate 
as those Klingon bastard’s morals. 

4.  Set up an assembly line. Dip your tribble 
meat (or chicken) in the egg wash, roll the 
creature around in the crunchy coating, and 
put it on a well-greased baking sheet.  

5.  Spritz your tribble with olive oil spray or 
nonstick coating for some extra crunch. 

6.  Bake at 375F for 10 minutes. Flip your trib-
bles and bake them for another 10 minutes. 

7.  Serve with Romulan Ale, Klingon Blood 
Wine, or a simple glass of Earl Grey, hot. 

 

Sisko’s Speedy 
Gumbo 

 

     When your 
grandfather owns a 
Cajun restaurant 
and your father 
throws dinner par-
ties for interplane-
tary diplomats, you 
pick cooking skills 
useful for any situa-
tion. If you only have 
an hour to impress 
your guests, try 
Jake Sisko’s 
Speedy Gumbo. 

 

Things you will need: 

1. 4 cups chicken both 

2. 3 cups shredded rotisserie chicken 

3. 2 cups precooked andouille sausage, cut 
into coins 

4. 2 cups frozen okra 

5. 4 tbsp butter 

6. ½ cup flour 



7. 2 red bell pepper, seeded and diced 

8. 1 green bell pepper, seeded and diced 

9. 1 yellow onion, peeled and chopped 

10. 4 garlic cloves, peeled and chopped 

11. 2 tsp dried oregano  

12. 1 tsp cayenne peeled 

 

Let’s have some fun 

1.   Heat the butter in a dutch oven over me-
dium-high heat 

2.  Sprinkle the flour on top. Cook for 30 
seconds, then whisk everything togeth-
er until it’s as smooth as one of 
O’Brien’s stories 

3.  To make a roux that would do grandpa 
proud. Keep whisking and cooking until 
the flour turns brown and is free from 
lumps. Be patient. It’ll take at least 5 – 7 
minutes. 

4.  Once the roux matches your coffee 
complexion, pour in the broth, and keep 
whiskey until everything is as silky as 
one of Gul Dukat’s dresses. Bring the 
mix to a boil 

5.  Dump everything else in the pot. Mix 
well and cook uncovered for 10 – 12 
minutes, or until vegetables are crisp-
tender, the meat is cooked through, and 
the sauce is slightly reduced. 

6.  Serve over cooked rice with a side of 
Quark’s second-best replicated corn-
bread.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grant Imahara 

 

     How do I start this? I only just recently found 
out about his passing a few days ago . In fact its 
was two days after he had passed that I found 
out. The person I am referring to is Grant 
Imahara. Grant pass away at the age of forty-
nine on July 13, 2020 from a brain aneurysm. 

     Born October 23, 1970 in Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia. He would attend the University of South-
ern California, earning a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Electrical Engineering. In a 2014 in-
terview with MakeZine, he said at a young age 
playing with Lego’s blocks “helped shape the 
way I look at solving problems,” years later “ I 
learned what an engineer was from a college 
guidance counselor. When she described it, a 
light came, clicked on in my head and I said, 
Yes, that what I want to do.” In another interview 
with Machine Design he said, “Engineering 
came naturally to me. When I was a kid, I never 
wanted to be James Bond. I wanted to be Q be-
cause he was the guy who made all the gadg-
ets.” 

      After graduation he would go to work at 
THX a division of Industrial Light and Magic 
(ILM). He would work for THX for nine years 
becoming chief model maker, specializing in 
animatronics. He helped build an updated ver-
sion of R2-D2. And become one of three peo-
ple who officially can operated R2-D2. Grant 
would create models for the films ‘Terminator 
3: Rise of the Machine’. Other films he worked 
on included, ‘The Lost World: Jurassic Park, all 
three ‘Star Wars’ prequels, both sequels to the 
‘Matrix’, ‘Galaxy Quest’, ‘AI: Artificial Intelli-
gence’, ‘Van Helsing’. He is credited with com-
ing up with a costume circuit to cycle the 
‘Energizer Bunny’ arms beat and ears at a con-
stant rate. He’s also responsible for the elec-
tronic installation and radio programming. Grant 
would compete on ‘Comedy Central’s Battle- 



Bots’. Grant would de-
sign and build his own 
battlebot dubbed Dead-
blow. In 2018, Mr. 
Imahara would be se-
lected to be a judge dur-
ing the shows eighth 
season. He would au-
thor a 2003 Illustrated 
guide to building a com-
bat robot title, ‘Kickin 
Bot’. 

     He would later join 
the cast of ‘MythBusters’ 

in 2005. He would be on the build team or the B 
team, along with Keri Byron and Tory Belleci. 
After nine seasons, Grant along with Keri and 
Tori announced that the 2014 season would be 
their last with ‘MythBusters’. 

     As I tried to dig more into Grant’s life, I did 
not truly realized how much of a true geek he 
was until I came across a few more facts about 
him and a few photo’s. Some of which you can 
see in this article. In 2011 while working on 
‘MythBusters’, he begin a project with someone 
who would later become a close friend. That 
friend would be Vic Mignogna. The project 
would be the fan production web series, ‘Star 
Trek Continues’. The two would meet at a con-
vention that both were appearing at the time. A 
year later the two would meet again at another 
convention. Grant would asked Vic how he been 
doing and what he was doing lately? Vic told him 
about a project he was working on at the time. 
Grant became intrigued about the project and 
asked Vic if there was there anything he could do 
to help. That was all Grant had to say to him. Vic 
would ask Grant to come onboard and play the 
role of Helmsman Lieutenant Hikaru Sulu. Grant 
would say yes and would play the helmsman for 
all eleven episodes of the online series. 

     Grant Imahara would make other appearanc-
es and star in show and movies online and on 
the small screen. He would host the second sea-
son of an online web series title ‘The Home of 
the Future’.  
2014 he 
would ap-
pear in sev-
eral videos 
for McDon-
alds show-
ing behind 
the scenes 

 process of 
how several of 
McDonalds 
foods are 
made. 2015 
would find 
Grant once 
again appearing 

in the ‘Star Trek’ universe. He would star in the 
fan film production of ‘Star Trek: Renegades’ 
aa Lieutenant Masaru. He made a cameo ap-
pearance in a ‘Star Wars’ mockumentary ‘R2 – 
D2: Beneath the Dome’. 2015 comedy-horror 
SciFi channel movie ‘Sharknado 3: Oh Hell 
No’. He would appear as Agent Lodge. 

     2016 was a remarkably busy year for Grant. 
He would reunite with his former ‘Myth Busters’ 
co-stars Keri Byron and Tori Belleci for Net-
flix’s ‘The White Rabbit Project’. While filming 
an episode for the series, he would reveal that 
he is a live action role playing gamer. The show 
itself would last only one season. It was never 
pick up by Netflix for a second season. Later 
that same year in December, he would ask his 
long-time girlfriend costume designer Jennifer 
Newman to marry him. Grant revealed in a 2018 
twitter that he was part of a project working with 
Walt Disney’s Imagineering to create a fully 
functioning autonomous robot stunt doubles. 
Ok now were up to the days before Grant’s 
passing.  

     A few days before his admission to the hos-
pital, he was complaining about migraines. That 
Saturday night during a dinner with his girl-
friend, he started to complain about migraine 
again. And the migraines got worse. Grant 
started to be getting dizzy and started to have 
sever neck and back pain as well. At some 
point, Grant became unresponsive. Jennifer his 
girlfriend called 911, this around 9 p.m. she later 
say. The paramedics arrived a few moments lat-
er. They took his vitals, and all was normal. But 
Grant was still in pain. So they rushed him to 
the hospital. Once at the hospital, the doctor’s 
that examined Grant quickly realized that what 
they were dealing with was a brain aneurysm 
and rushed Grant into emergency surgery. Grant 
would survive the surgery, but not fully recover. 
The doctors had to perform a second operation 
that Sunday. This time he became unresponsive 
and he was put on the critical condition list. 

     The doctors involve felt and schedule a third 
surgery. But before that third surgery, they ran 
an M.R.I. (Magnetic Resonance Imaging) scan. 



That’s when the 
doctors discov-
ered the extent of 
the damage. The 
damage they saw 
was just too ex-
tensive for him to 
wholly recover 
fully. So the de-
cision was made 
to take off of life support. Upon his death, his 
remains were cremated, and his ashes returned 
to his family. 

     When the news of his death was release to 
the public, the condolences came pouring in. 
The Discovery Channel wrote, “We are heart-
broken to hear this sad news about Grant. He 
was an important part of our Discovery family 
and a really wonderful man. Our thought and 
prayers go out to his family.” LeVar Burton 
wrote, “Gutted by the news. 2020 is working 
overtime to keep it’s streak alive in the suckiest 
year in memory sweepstake.” 

     His MythBusters co-host Kari Byron and 
Tori Belleci who worked closely with Grant for 
nearly a decade both wrote, “I just cannot believe 
it. I don’t know what to say. My heart is broken. 
Good-bye buddy.” -Tori Belleci. Kari Byron 
wrote, “We had so many adventures. You taught 
me so much. Heartbroken and in shock tonight, 
We were just talking on the phone. This isn’t 
real. Somedays I wish I had a time Machine.” 

     Adam Savage wrote, “I’m at a loss. No 
words. I’ve been a part of two big families with 
Grant Inahara over the past twenty-two years. 
Grant was a truly brilliant engineer, artist, and 
performer, but also, just such a generous, easy 
going and gentle person.” 

 

Grant Imahara 

October 23, 1970 – July 13, 2020 

49 years of age 

 

                Everyone will miss you dearly  

R.I.P. 

Something New 
Comes Our 

Way 

 

     Something new is 
coming in the Fall or 
Winter of 2020 (I 

haven’t decided yet. The place I’m at right now, 
the Wi-Fi connection is not all that great at the 
moment). Something that has been long over-
due for some time now. What that something 
is the USS BRIGHTSTAR’s website ‘The 
Lower Decks’ is in the process of being updat-
ed. That right folks our home on the web is 
getting a makeover. And boy, what a makeo-
ver it will be. The finishes touches are being 
added to the site as this article is being written. 
This updated site is more inter-active than the 
present site we have now. What I mean when I 
say it’s more inter-active, this site will have 
music you can play or not play. You won’t have 
a list of pages on the side of your screen you 
have click on to advance to the next page, but 
we have buttons to click on now. Wow, we’re 
really moving up to the eastside, aren’t we.  

     We have new pictures along with the old 
ones. But with the pictures, you will be able to 
see all of them in a scale down version all at 
the same. If you want to see a larger version of 
the picture, just click on that picture and a larg-
er one will appear. And while you are in this 
mode, you will find arrows on either side of the 
picture allowing you to see previous  picture or 
the next picture if you will. We even have a 
links page for various other trek related web-
sites. Well that’s all you’ll get out of me for 
now. I don’t want to give it all away. If want to 
know more, you’ll have to watch out for the 
updated page.  



Welcome Back 

 

     Welcome back to another search-a-word. This edition theme is based on J.R.R. TOLKIEN 
classic middle earth series ‘The Hobbit’ and its sequel ‘The Lord of the Rings’. ‘The Hobbit’  was 
first published in 1937, It’s sequel ‘The Lord of the Rings’ would not be published until 1954. ‘The 
Hobbit’ was first brought to television as an animated feature in 1977. ‘Middle-Earth’ would not 
make it to the big screen until 2001 with ‘The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring’. The 
‘Two Towers’ in 2002 and finally ‘The Return of the King’ in 2003. Peter Jackson who directed all 
three movies, shot all three films at once over a two-year period. He would not return to Middle-
Earth until eleven years later, when he began filming the prequel ‘The Hobbit’. Peter broke down 
‘The Hobbit’ into three films, ‘The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey’ in 2012, ‘The Hobbit: The 
Desolation of Smaug’ in 2013 and ‘The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five Armies’ in 2014. And like the 
previous three Middle-Earth films, he shot all three Hobbit films all at once. And now let’s have 
some fun. We’re calling this one, 

HOBBIT-FORMING 

AMIABLE   QUEST   TOLKIEN 

BEORN   SERIES   (J.R.R.) 

BILBO Baggins  SHELTER   TREASURE 

BRITISH   SMAUG   TRICK  

CREATURE  SPIDER webs  TROLLS 

DRAGON   “THE LORD of  UNDERGROUND 

ELVES   the Rings”   WIZARD 
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Hey, it’s the Funny Page 



Hey, Let practice that  

social distancing 

See You Next Issue 


