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USS Silverwing Newsletter Issue #4 © copyrighted 2022 by Jeffrey L. Wilcox. This publication 

is an amateur newsletter for the Star Trek & science fiction fan group called USS Silverwing. 

The USS Silverwing is a local chapter of the national level fan club, Starfleet Command 

Quadrant One (starfleet-command.com). Copies of this newsletter are free for the asking (though 

any contribution of letters-of-comment, news, art, etc. would be appreciated). To view our 

newsletter, go to the website mentioned above, click the “More” tab, go down the pulldown 

menu to “Newsletters”, click that link, and select our newsletter from the list. All the newsletters 

there are free for viewing.  

    The USS Silverwing also has a Facebook Page. Come visit with us.  And, in the future when 

we get a few crew members to deal with, we will also try our hand at Zoom meetings.  

 

*************************************************************** 

 



From The Pilot’s Seat: 

                                     Hazah!! We finally have some new members! Well, no. Not yet. It gets 

dishearting that I am still the only crew member here in this little shuttlecraft. But I’ll continue as 

best I can. Hopefully you guys out there are getting a good read out of these issues. Onward____ 

                                                     ***************** 

   *Screw Winter; Spring is coming! (Hah! Take that Game of Thrones) And with Spring comes 

the Spring/Summer convention season. Here are a few upcoming cons I’ve heard about: 

TotalCon: Con #36 is coming Feb. 24 to 27th at Best Western Royal Plaza Hotel (181 Boston 

Post Road. W., Marlborough, MA 01752). 

Northeast Comic Con: March 11 to 13th, 2022. (NEComicCon. Com) 

Indiana Comic Convention:  April 15 to 17th at Indiana Convention Center – Indianapolis, IN. 

Special guests include John deLancie (Star Trek’s Q) and Curren Walters (DC’s Jason Todd).  

Nickle City Con: June 3rd to 5th at the Buffalo Niagara Convention Center (Buffalo, NY) 

(Finally! The Covid scare canceled the last two cons. My wife and I had such fun at the last 

event a few years ago, and are glad to see it return). 

Comic Con Erie: Sept. 16th to 18th. (I went to this one last year and had a fun time. Let’s see what 

we can do this year?)  

News (Rumor Has It): 

                                    The current news is that Star Trek: Picard will only have three seasons, 

rather than the planned five seasons previously reported. One has to wonder if the series ratings 

is the reason, or that Stewart can’t handle any more than that. The gentleman is a classic captain 

in the Trek universe; but he is also in his 80s. It’s a wonder he has done as much as he has. Well, 

we’ll have to wait and see how things develop from here.  

   On the Doctor Who front: Jodie Whitaker has two more special episodes for her turn at playing 

the Doctor (the next special episode is slated to come out around Easter Time). And the latest 

rumor is that David Tennant will return as the Doctor in special episodes in 2023(he played the 

Doctor back in 2005 to 2010). The rumor includes the idea that Tennant won’t be playing the 

same character of the Doctor he played the first time around. He will be playing a new version of 

the Doctor, just with the same face (if that makes sense) ( to me this does make sense; as his 

original run as the Doctor was when he was in his 30s, and now he is in his 50s, and has 

basically a different style and energy as a person).Also, the current rumor is that Catherine Tate 

(one of the actresses to play the Doctor’s traveling companion Ramona) will also be part of these  

episodes. All this is to take advantage of the series’ 60th Anniversary. There is even talk of a 

possible storyline with crossovers of various actors who have played the Doctor (Billy 

Piper/Rose Tyler is confirmed so far). The new lead for the Doctor will be popping into the 

series in the third special episode that will be presented towards the end of this year – still no 

confirmed actor/actress as yet.  



   And for the fans of “The Expanse”: I’m sorry to say that the latest news on the TV version of 

this series is to be canceled after this short 6 episode season.  

 

Websites of Note: 

______________www.forgottentrek.com –This is an interesting website. It’s built on the idea 

that TV and movie productions are a massive undertaking. Tons of people, creative ideas, and 

decisions to use this story or visual elements rather than these over here. The result is that some 

of the production for the feature won’t be used. Thus Forgotten Trek is about all the items that 

don’t make it to the finished product.  

     For example, there were six scripts that were handed into the original Star Trek series that 

either didn’t make it, or were so severely rewritten (to the point of totally screwing up what had 

been originally written). One of these was a story by D. C. Fontana. The story was called 

“Joana”. It featured the appearance Doctor McCoy’s daughter, Joana of the title, and she came 

on board the Enterprise because she was part of a group of vagabonds that were aboard a 

damaged starship. Father and daughter had a strained relationship. And the rest of the crew had 

problems because the leader of the group Joana was with wanted to take over the starship so the 

group could continue on their journey to the star system they were headed for. The story here did 

make it to the TV screen as “The Apple”. Though most of us will always remember the episode 

as “Star Trek Meets The Space Hippies”. The description on the above website made it sound a 

whole lot better (D.C. Fontana would’ve agreed; she was contracted to write three Trek scripts 

during the third season, with an option for three more – with the severely written “Joana”, 

Fontana opted out of her contract, and left the original Trek show).  

   And that was just one example. This website had lots more. 

Star Trek: the Fleet (startrekthefleet.weebly.com) – This is a website for a Trek club. As with a 

number of other national-level clubs that are around, this club has local chapters. Each chapter is 

named after a Trek starship or space station; and each chapter favored a different era in Trek 

history (with each favoring costume uniforms from that era).  

Oh, and most of the chapters are currently in California. Though that idea is expanding – The 

latest chapter in this club is the USS Monocacy. The head of that chapter is Mark Sickle, who is 

centered in the state of Maryland. The chapter is based on an Akira class starship, during the 

ST:Voyager era. I wish Mark and his new group well.  

 

                                       **********************************  

 

 

 



Filk Songs: 

                   Filk songs = Science fiction fan folk songs. These songs have been around for as 

long as there have been fans. Some people are into artwork, others fan-fiction, and filk songs are 

for the fans whose creative juices run toward songs. There are two basic types of filk songs: the 

first being completely original creations, and the other being old familiar tunes with new lyrics. 

   Case in point, an old classic filk song was “What Do You Do With A Drunken Vulcan”, sung 

to the tune of “What Do You Do With A Drunken Sailor”. I was created by a Kandy Fong (a 

member of the United Federation of Phoenix) back in 1975 (later sung at    in 1976): 

“What Do You Do With A Drunken Vulcan” By Kandy Fong 

What do you do with a drunken Vulcan? 

What do you do with a drunken Vulcan? 

What do you do with a drunken Vulcan? 

You stick him in a cabin till he sobers. 

You stick him in a cabin till he sobers. 

You stick him in a cabin till he sobers.  

Ear-lye in the morning. 

Chorus --  

Way-hey - Starship’s raising! 

Way-hey - Starship’s raising!  

Way-hey - Starship’s raising! 

What shall we do with a drunken Captain? (3 times) 

Lock him in a cabin with the latest yeoman. (3 times) 

Ear-lye in the morning. 

Chorus – 

What shall we do with a drunken Scotsman? (3 times) 

Feed him whiskey till he sobers. (3 times) 

Ear-lye in the morning. 

Chorus –  

What shall we do with a drunken Russian? (3 times) 

Tell him the Scots invented Vodka. (3 times)  



Ear-lye in the morning. 

Chorus – 

What shall we do with a drunken nurse? (3 times) 

You… lock her in the cabin with the drunken Vulcan.  

Lock her in the cabin with the drunken Vulcan. 

Lock her in the cabin with the drunken Vulcan.  

Ear-lye in the morning. 

Chorus – 

 * Finish * 

[Side note: Why call them “filk” songs? Legend has it that a Trek fan was adding a Star Trek 

folk song to their fanzine, and they accidentally hit the “I” key (which is located next to the “O” 

on the keyboard). It was a typo. But science fiction fans like things that are unique and inventive. 

So the idea of calling these things “filk’ songs stuck, and have been called that since then.  

 

****************************************************************************** 

 

 



 

 

 



Chinese Year of the Tiger 

Recent years: 1950, 2010 

///////// across the world, ancient cultures used superstition 

to predict future events. I do not advocate the use of 

astrology. It is a pseudo-religion masquerading as a 

science, and should not be confused as anything else. The 

reason it is added here is that I not only read science 

fiction, but also fantasy material. The use of Chinese 

astrology tickles my romantic notion that I get from 

reading any fantasy novel (or viewing a fantasy movie). 

Thus the following material should be viewed as 

something “fun”. Enjoy////////// 

      Like other cultures around the world, Chinese has developed their own version of astrology. 

In the European/American version, the year is divided into monthly capsules that are represented 

by mythological figures in the stellar constellations. In China, each year is represented by a 

different symbolic animal. For example: the year 2021 was represented as Year of the Yin-Chou 

(Cow). The Chinese Cow is connected to the earthly element. Also, it represents prosperity, 

money, hardworking, and good social interaction.  

     2022 is Year of the Tiger: the Tiger is represented by the traits of adventurous personality, 

unconventional, outspoken, and enthusiastic. Needless to say, the tiger is used as a symbol for 

royalty. Also, they like to think “Big” and be quite generous.  

     Also, part of this system of astrology is the use of the Chinese five earthly elements. In the 

year 2022, the prevailing element is Metal: 

     Metal Tigers are self-possessed, with the tendency to be occasionally self-righteous. They are 

natural leaders who want to rebel against others’ commands. They are not afraid of power, while 

at the same time are sympathetic toward those on their team. It is virtually impossible for them to 

watch others suffer without trying to remedy the situation somehow, and they will give freely 

when they are asked for something. 

    Although this is a very positive trait, Metal Tigers can be gullible and deceived by others 

because they are so willing to help. They are very loyal, trustworthy, and stalwart—what they 

promise to do for others and what they decide to pursue for themselves will not be easily shaken 

by external opinions. Metal Tigers have a certain degree of wealth and may easily receive help 

from older women when they are in trouble. It is best for Metal Tigers to buy gold and other 

value-preserving goods instead of gambling with their money, as they can be reckless and easily 

deceived. 

 

 



Finally:   

_______There is an old Chinese curse that says “May you live in interesting times.” And we are 

living in interesting times. The Covid-19 garbage, the police shooting Afro-American citizens, 

increased inflation (especially at the gas pumps), and, now, Russia invading Ukraine (again). 

And, did I forget to mention the word ‘censorship’? (anyone who says anything other than the 

“official” narrative gets talked down and slapped with an “anti” label). 

       Sorry, I do have a point --- the thing is that we have always lived in interesting times. Yes, 

it’s a little more interesting than usual because we have multiple events crowding in on the world 

scene. But bad times come and go. World events are like dealing with a thermostat – the events 

swing one way (bad), then over time the other way (good/better). Eventually the needle on the 

World thermostat settles into a manageable spot, mostly because us humans can’t live with 

extreme conditions.  

       And, too, those extreme bad times force us humans to stand up and make the changes that 

we need to make things better. And these times are producing that result – more information on 

the Covid – 19 and it’s variants are forcing us citizens to stand up and question what the official 

voices say to do & think; the shootings of innocent citizens have been answered by shouting 

crowds looking for justice; gas companies are in big doo-doo if they keep screwing around with 

the price of gas (their customers won’t stand for much more of this knee-jerk reaction to prices 

because a small changes world events) (we only get 3% of our crude oil from Russia, not 30% or 

40%); and Russia won’t be invading the Ukraine forever.  

     I’m not saying it will be an easy time; but hang on, better times will return. That’s part of 

what we love about Star Trek – it tells us there is a future. And that isn’t just a fancy little saying 

to spout from a science fiction series. The series is written by people who think about Now and 

Tomorrow. The stories they write talk to the emotions in our hearts, and remind us of what it is 

to be human. And remind us that the World can be better if we work to make it so.  

   Take heart, the world will get better. 

                                                              Peace, 

                                                                        Jeff Wilcox 

 

 

 

 

 

 


